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tfe first gtarted wonklng on a famlly hlstony tn 1957. t{e prcpancd a
genealogfrcal necord of the Henry House famlly at that t lme and thls
lnsplred Tad House to do the samo of tho Cleorge Houses ln Hanllton
County. He used the same chartlng method fon betten nefenencc between
the two.

In 1968 we hr.mg a crude chart of the House famlly on the waIl at the
House Reunlon. Many of the youngen rnembers of the famlly unged us to
put ln wnltlng the thlngs we knew about the emlgnation of oun ancestor.s
frorn Germany and thelr mlgratlon later fnom Vlr.glnla to Indlanso

Thene was an o1d walnut buneau 1n a stonage noom (we called frbehlnd
the cuntalnrr) when I wag a chlld and lt was fulI of letter.s, old oheckg
and papens that mlce l lved ln for yeans. The buneau uar moved to an
upstalrs room In L929 and about foun yeans ago hre moved lt to a new
garage at ttre fann.

My wlfe, Anna Lee, started searchlng thrtr the papors and typlng somc
of the let tens.  The f i rst  she typed was the one by Vlolet  (Hadley)
Bunctr tn 1899. Next we found sotne of the Clerznan l6ttens and fon lhe
flrst t lme we had then translated lnto Engllsh and typed ln tholn
entlnety. Many have had the oppontunlty to do thls but no one had
ever done it befone. From that t lme 2-L/2 yeens ago hre have been ex-
tnemely act lve on thls genealogX. My wlfe,  Anna Lee, has wonked dl l l -
gently by ny slde all thru thls reseanch and I doubt that wlthout hen
ald and enthuslasm f would ever have attempted such a proJect.

AIl the papers that we have are now ln mouse-pnoof contalneng and stored
ln the gerage at the farzn. The checks, tax r.ecelpte and othen papers
qre all arnanged ln bundles and accondlng to dates, thankr to my wlfe.
Thls proJect ls not f in lshed and neven w111 be. Many quest long are
stlU unanswered. We lntend to contlnue wonklng on lt and hope others
wl l l  be lnsplred to wonk on thelr  respect lve gect lons.  l {e are qul te
wlII lng to pass on the lnformatLon we have to them and hope they w111
do the same for us.

9*" people wlIl be extnemely lntenested and othens 1111 BaXr ftso whattrt
That ls every oners pnlvllege but they cannot escepo the henltage of
thelr ancestong. The cause and effect ls there whether they oere to
a&nlt lt on not. Slnce oun dlgcovery of the relatlves ln YtrglnLa 22
months ago after e seperatlon of I33 yoars many have bcen amazed at
the slmllarlty of the fanlIleg aften all these yearE. To thlnk that
each gnoup ls so much aIlke.

Perhaps I should explaln who I Erlr I an the founth chlld of Douglas
Ilouse, son of Henry House of Morgan Cor.rnty, Indlarrsr I was born 1n
1910 and ralsed ln the l lenry House homestead 2-I/2 mlles southeast of
Mooresvl I le.
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Thle lnformatlon has been gathened fnom The Mooresvll le Llbnary; The
fndlana State Llbrany; The Fort Wayne-Allen County Llbrany; The
Mary land Hls tonlca l  L lbrary and Prat t  L lbrary at  Bal t lmore;  The
Llbrany of  Congness and The Nat lonal  Ar :ch lves ln  Washington D.C.

Also,  fnom the 01d Moonesvl l le  Cemeteny;  the New Mooresv l l le  Cemeteny;
Bethesda Cemetery;  Mt .  Ol lve Cemetery;  Carey Cemetery at  St rawtown,
Indlana; Slgour"ney Iowa Cemeteny and Greenwlch Cemeteny in Vlrginia.

Many people have contr lbuted so much,  especla l ly  Mrs.  Barbara (Town-
send)  Meyen,  Coulee,  Washlngton;  Mrg.  Hazel  Clayton,  Bryson,  Texas;
Mr.  Goorge Houso,  Slgourneyr  lowa;  Mrs.  Bennlce (pfaf f  )  Sher"wood,
Slgounney,  Iowa;  Mr.  John L.  Clay;  Mrs.  Wal ter  (Townsend)  Thompson;
Mrg .  A lben t  Shee tg ;  Mns .  Naorn l  (Watson )  Ho lden ;  Mrs .  Mary  (Bu rge )
Ko l l e r ;  Mns .  E l l zabe th  (Tness1en)  Tay lo r ;  Mrs ,  Wanda  (Rus le )  Po t t s ,
Mrs.  Bonl ta  l " lar ley;  Mn.  Tad House;  Mr.  Noble Lehner ;  Rev.  Wl lhe lm
Staudte, Dlershelm, Gerrnany; Mr. Gott lob Sch16nen, Dlershei"m, Germany
and many, meny others.
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