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From Michae l  B ]ess
To Joharras r lougo

% cnas. Karthaus
Ba l t lmore ,  Mary land

DeL lve r  on  you r  a r r l va l  1n  V l rg in la
in  Norb t r  Amer l ca

Dear  S i s to r  and  l j r oL t ro r - i n -1aw and  f r l ends ,

Dear House
Wri to my address to l t t r .  Stel ts

Dlershelm
Apr i l  7 ,  1B2B

Receivec l  vour  le f tor  f rom the l -Oth of  Juno on the zBth of  August  and
see  l {ou  a re  a l l  wo l l .  Thank  God  I  am we l l  a l so .  My  w i fe  l s  no t  so
we l " ] .  ' f ho  day  wo  roco i ved  vou r  l e t t o r  she  wag  down  w l th  a  feve r .  She
had gono Lo Lhe wedding of  the daugfr ter  o f  lv l j .chael  Granzen.  Just  a
week af r ,o  my wj . fo  had a baby son,  bub he was born dead,  so you soe she
is  rea l ly  not  wol - l .  We had 11 sons and 5 daughters,  l  son and l  daughter
d ied.  ' I 'ho darr l , , i rLorrs  r rar r re l ,hat  d j -ed was Kat ,ar lna,  hor  Godmother  was
Kaba r l na  l { ouso .

A bad t ragody occurred hero on Lho 29th of  June,  1f327.  10 young men
f rom D io rsho im Look  a  sh lpJ .oad  o f  wood  to  S t , rasbourg .  The  wood  was
do l l ve red ,  l , ho  monov  was  pn id  and  the  10  men  were  on  the i r  way  back  to
D le rshe jm to  Lho i r  no the rs ,  w l ves  and  ch i l - d ren .  A  s to rm came up  and
the  empby  boaL  wenL  c l own  f i 1 ] od  w i t h  wa te r .  { J  men  l os t  t he i r  1 i ves ,
on l y  2  ca rne  homo.  ' l ' ho  2 lha t  camo home were  Dav ld  Hus ie  and  M ichae l
Brosam. l tho o ldest  o f  Lhe iJ  men Lor j l ,  was our  brot i rer -5-n-1aw,  Michael
Sohr :o i . no r ,  3B  yoa rs  o l "d .  One  mo t t re r  l os t  he r  ]  sons ,  i t l i chae l ,  George
and Hanz Kramlr .  Johan l i runk,  Hanz Kramp,  son of  Schneberben and
Michae. l  Krarnp,  Lhe dam bui lderr  s  son and l4 ichael -  Konig,  the shoemaker l  s
son.  6  woeks laLr : r  lv i ic f rae l -  l3rosam, the one that  was saved,  took anothen
sh ip  l oad  o f  wood  to  S t rasbourg .  On  Lhe  way  back  i n  t he  sa r le  p1ace ,
tho l r  boa t  f l l l ed  aga ln  w l th  wa to r .  T t r i s  t ime  2  l -os t  Lhe i r  1 i ves .  Th i s
t lme  Georgo  B rosam and  M lchao l  Sch re lne r ,  bho  son  o f  t he  g lase r  o f
Blschetphelm.  Michael  Brosam wag saved again;  a lso I t I ichael  Her l ings and
Goorgo  Ge rbe r .

Hans I ier l ing d id nob go to  Amer ica as he had p lanned but  got  marr ied to
Barbara Vogt in  I ' rorn BeuLesheim.  He passed away af ter  about  2 yoars of
marr lage.  They had a son,  Johanas,  but  Barbara was pregnant  wi th
anobher  ch i l - d .  Tho  ch l l d ,  a  son ,  a l so  d ied  a fbe r  6  mon ths .  She  i s
s t i l l  a  w ldow .

Our  s i s to r  Marga re te  l s  sb i l l  a  w idow.  She  has  no  house  o f  he r  own  any -
more .  Our  b ro the r - i n - l -aw ,  M ichae l  Sch re ine r ,  so l -d  the  house  wh i l e  he
was  s t l 11  l i v l ng  to  p ray  deb ts .  Ch r i s t i an  Sch re ine r ,  b ro the r  o f  M ic t rae l ,
bought a houso of Plart ine Saulhaber and Martine Saulhaber bought a
house  f rom M lchae l  Sch ro ine r .  Our  s i s te r  i s  ren t l ng  a  houso  f rom
Andreas  Buerde l t s  w j - I ' e .  She  l s  a  d i vo rcee .  Mrs .  Buerde l  bough t  t he
house  f rom George  B1oss .

V ' I r i to  to  me again next  year  how .you are.  Greet ings to  a l l  o f  you f rom
Michae l  B less ,  Th i s  i s  a l l -  t he  news .  Gree t i ngs  I ' r om my  w l fe  &  ch i l d ren .

Your  Brot ( rer ,
I,IICHAEL BLESS

ln Brunswlch,  New York,

Kanl Hurnol



Frorn: John Kl ot ter
To:  Mr .  George Sh i tz  (Sheets)

Buck I  and
.Pr ince Wi l l iam County ,  Va.

Dear  S is ter ,  Ch i  ld ren 6  Fr iends

2L

York
August  30,  1829

Good b less ings  and  g ree t ings  and  the  Love  o f  Jesus  Chr is t .  We were
happy  to  rece ive  your  le t te r ,  and  to  know tha t  every th ing  i s  we l l
w i th  you .  We a re  we l l  and  happy  too .  We were  b lessed  w i th  5
ch i ld ren :  Magda lena ,  Regena ,  Ka th r ina ,  Barbara ,  Johan  and  Fre id r i ck .
My  son  Fre id r i ck  had  a  pa in fu l  dea th .  Two years  ago  in  Sep tember
my husband Johanas was burn ing  sone t rees  and bushes on  some un-
f in i shed  land ,  the  l i t t l e  boy  had  fo l lowed h is  fa ther ,  he  came too
c lose  to  the  f i re  and  h is  c lo thes  s ta r ted  to  burn i  he  d ied  15  hours
I  a te r .

Th is  was  a  sad  exper ience  fo r  uSr  bu t  God he lped  us  in  our  so r row.
The  nex t  year  we  were  b lessed  w i th  ano ther  l i t t l e  boy .  He  w i l l  be
one  year  o ld  in  Sep tember .  H is  name is  Johan  Va l len t in .  Magda lena
is  mar r ied  to  a  man by  the  name o f  Jacob Fre id r ick  Long,  a  year  ago
las t  May .  She  has  a  t  month  o ld  g i r l ,  he r  name is  Mar ia .

I  wou ld  be  so  happy  i f  you  and  Barbara  cou ld  v i s i t  uSr  we  a re  s t i l l
on  the  o ld  p lace  3  m i  les  f rqn  York .  We have  50  ac res  o f  l and .  We
so ld  60  bushe ls  o f  co rn  and  wheat .  We go t  50C a  bushe l  fo r  co rn
and  51 .50  fo r  whea t .  We bu i l t  a  new barn  las t  year .  Every th ing  i s
pa id  fo r ,  bu t  we  had  to  have  a  new we l l .  Th is  we l l  cos t  us  S l50
and  i t  i s  no t  pa id  ye t .  Th is  we l l  has  good  wate r  a lmos t  the  who le
year ,  bu t  by  Sep tember  i t  i s  pa r t l y  d ry .  I f  God  i s  w i th  us  fo r  two
more  years  we  w i l l  have  pa id  fo r  the  we l l .  Th is  land  i s  good ,  every -
th ing  g rows  on  i t .  We a lso  p lan ted  f ru i t  t rees  4  years  ago  and  some
of  them br ing  f ru i t  a l ready .

We l i ke  th i s  p lace  so  much  l ve  wou ld  no t  se l l  i t  f o r  S6OOr  so  I  th ink
we w i l l  l i ve  and  d ie  here .  You  wr i te  in  your  le t te r ,  tha t  you  a re
not  very  happy where  you are  and p lan  to  go  to  Oh io ;  i t  wou ld  be
n ice ,  i f  you  wou ld  come to  York ,  bu t  you  must  know what  you l i ke  to
do .  Your  re l ig ion  i s  no t  we lco rne  there ,  we  have  no  t roub le  here
and go  to  church  every  Sunday.

We a l l  send  g ree t ings  to  a l l  cous ins  and  f r iends .  Magda lena  and
her  husband send spec ia l  g ree t ings  to  Johannes House.  They  wou ld
love  to  see h im aga in .  We rece ived on ly  one le t te r  f ro rn  you and
you  say  you  sen t  th ree  le t te rs r  so  I  be l ieve  you  a re  wr i t i ng  the
address  wrong .

P lease  wr i te  i t  to :
Pu is i  l f a rm in  York  Coun ty
York  Townsh ip

Johan Klot ter
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Fronr Mlchael BLese
To Johanas House

Dean Slster and Bnother- ln- lawr

Dlensheln
Octoben 27, 1849

Greetlngs to you and. youn chlldren. Recelved youn letter and am happy
to hear you are well and dolng f lne. We are not too weIl,  but oun
chl ldnen are a l l  weLl .  We have,12 ch l ldren,  2  of  then d led.  The
l lv ing ch l ldnenfs nanes are Banbara,  l l lchael ,  Kabr ina,  Mant lne,
Margerete,  Chr is t ian,  E l lzabeth,  Davld,  Ludwig and Fredor lck.
Chnis t ian d led !  yeans ago.  He was 2L-L/2 yearrs  o ld .  I  guess Kel ler
told you al l  about us and how many chlldren are manrled.

Dean s ls ten and brothor- j -n- Iawr 1f  Kel len had not  gone to you and to ld
about  us l t  seems to me you had a l l  forgot ten about  us.  Tho last
Ie t ter  we received f rom you was more than 20 years Bgor  you st l l l
ldved ln Vlrglnla, I  have thought often of you and whene you are ln
Amer ica.  I f  I  had come to Amer lca I  woul -d not  have been abLe to f lnd
you s ince I  would not  know your  address.  Four .  ch iJdren are s t l l l  un-
marr led and I  th lnk should go to  Amer lca.  E l lzaboth would } lke to  go
and i f  you th ink i t  wouLd be a good move p lease wr l te  to  me.

You stl I l  have money hene according to youn guandlan Johanas Jung.
There is st l I1 about 200 fr. I f  one of my chlldron should come to you
they could use th is  money for  Lho t r ip  but  l t  is  up to  you to  s&[r

We had a bad t ime over  here.  We t r led to  be f ree I lke you ln  Anor lca
but  l t  d ld  not  work out .  There was a revol t  ln  l8 l fB.  tho top mon
were put  in  ja i l  and Haker  took of f  to  Amer lca.  The Dlor"sheim people
put on a panade to Offenburg in lragons decorated wlth f lower"s and each
wagon had a f lag,  b lack,  red and gold.  These hrere tho f reedom colons.
Now we have two par t les,  democracy and ar ls tocrats .  There ls  so much
troubl.e here, i t  was l ike a war of the poor and tho nlch. Tho Gnand
Duke, aften he saw what was golng on ln Offenbung left by nlght to
France.  There was war  between one state and the other ' .  Three of  oun
boys had to  be f reedom f ighters,  Mart lne,  Davld and Ludwlg,  but  Mart lne
ltas marrled so he came home, Ludwlg came home becauge he JusL Lurnod 18.
0n1y Davld had to stay but he cane home after 10 days. Ono day 1201000
Prussians came over the stato ] lne by Mannhelm on the Rhlne and Nockar,
but a blg f lght drove them back, then they went ovor the t lhlne at
Phi l l ipsburg and Knle l ingen.  Then they cane to Rederath and f iastabt .
Rastat t  is  a  for t .  The Pruss ians took l t  over  but  not  for  long.  I " lany
people had to  f lee and went  to  Swl t2er land,  some to Amor lca,  bocauso
they d id not  l ike the form of  govennmont .

Now I  bet ter  qu l t  about  th is  k ind of  news and teI I  you somo about  our
s i s ten  i n  Lau te rboung .  We wen t  t o  Lau te rbou rg  to  show youn  le tben .  J
o f  ou r  s i s ten rs  g l r l s  a re  s t i l l  a t  home.  Ka t r i ne  was  r r , a r r l ed  bu t  hen
husband passed away.  Sho has one boy 10 years o ld.  Barbana a lso has
a boy who is  not  marr led.  A l l  send groet lngs to  you and p lease wnl te
again.  A lso greet lngs to  Kel1er .  I  am 6O yoars o lc l .  I f  my ch l ldren
would go to Amerlca and would take caro of me there I would come lf
I  would be J0 yoars o ld.  I  am a lways your  f r lend and brobhon.

I.{ICHAEL tsLI:Sg



From Michae l  B less
To Johanas House

Dear  S is ter  and Brother - in - law

Di  ershe im
July  26,  1850

Greet ings to  a l l  o f  your  ch i ld ren,  your  mother  and bro ther  and
s is ters .  Rece ived your  le t te r  ear ly  in  May and read where you
are a l l  we l l  and I  am rea l  happy about  i t .  We are  a l l  we l l  too .
You sure are wonder ing why I  haVenr t  wr i t ten to  you before but
I  had t rouble f rom one s ide to  the other  because Johanas Jung,
your  guard ian would  l i ke  to  be re l ieved o f  h is  respons ib i l i t y .
He is  get t ing too o ld  and canr t  rernember  th ings.  Nobody wanted
to take over  th is  job of  be ing guard ian.  So the mayor  asked me
(Michae l  B less)  to  take over  th is  job .  So I  took over .  A f ter
a l l  lega l  b i l l s  are  pa id  there  shou ld  be about  200 f r .  le f t .

Dear  S is ter  and Brother - in - law,  you say i f  I  ge t  the money I
should send i t  to  you wi th  scnebody we can t rust .  Th is  money
st i l l  has  to  corne in to  my hands but  w i thout  author iza t ion I
cannot  send i t .  I f  i t  ge ts  los t  I  have to  s tand good for  i t .
Dav id  Rus ie  to ld  me he asked h is  bro ther  Michae l  Rus ie  i f  I  shou ld
g ive th is  money that  is  s t i l l  in  Germany to  h is  son Michae l .  He
would take th is  money and corne to  you in  Amer ica and he would l fke
to repay you af ter  he gets  there.  He means wel  I  l f  he would keep
his  word.  They would  not  g ive  Michae l  Rus ie  the money because a t
th is  t ime he is  a  so ld ier  and nobody would  t rus t  h im as he would
deser t  the army and go to  Amer ica.  I  would not  g fve that  money
to anybody wi thout securi  ty so you have to tel  I  me now what I
should do.  Should I  send the money by bank check or  you could
wr i te  an author iza t ion yourse l f .  I f  you want  to  g ive  i t  to  scrne-
body te l l  me whom and how much.  Your  mother  has to  s ign l t  too
and then be notar i  zed.

Dear  S is ter  and Brother - in - law,  I  am very  sad,  my daughter  E l fzabeth
is  ready to  cqne to  Amer ica .  She is  go ing to  br ing th fs  le t te r  to
you.  She is  go ing to  Jacob Ehrhar t rs  s tepson,  Hans Hech ler  who came
to Amer ica last  year .  She was ready to  go at  that  t ime because
Hechler  ta lked to  her  about  i t  bu t  her  s is ters  and bro thers  ta lked
her  out  o f  i t .  He wrote her  2  le t ters  a l ready and urged her  to
cofl ie. They bought a farm and house in f , l i  sconsin, Jefferson County,
For t  Atk inson.  She has to ld  everybody for  a  whole  year  that  i f  she
rea l ly  had an inv i ta t ion  to  corne she would  come.  Now she is  not
go ing to  be s topped anymore.  Wi th  her  goes Michael  Stephen,  he
is  the son o f  my bro ther - in - law and on the 8 th  o f  August  they go
to  LaHarve.  I t  goes a  l i t t le  too fas t  fo r  us ,  we d ld  not  know
anyth ing about  i t  a  week ago,

Dear  S is ter ,  I  th ink  i t  wou ld  be n ice  i f  you cou ld  be together .
She could corne to  you or  you to  her .  I  to ld  her  she should t ry
to corne to you. The last letter I  wrote to you I sent wf th Jacob
Rfbs.  He went  to  New Or leans,  Thfs  faml ly  went  to  Texas and wi th
them is  Dav id  Rus ie  the so ld ier ,  Mlchae l  Rus lers  bro ther rs  son.
The o ld  fa ther ,  Jacob Ribs ,  d ied a t  sea and h fs  wf fe  d led 2  days
la ter  before they got  to  the l r  son.

23



24

Page 2
0 _ze_ I  850 )

Dear  S is te r r  2  weeks  ago  we v is i ted  our  s i s te r  in  Lau te rbourg ;
she  i s  we l l  aga in  bu t  her  husband  has  b ronch i t i s .  The  g i r l s  a re
f ine  and  a l l  send  g ree t ings .  Our  s i s te r  s t i l l  t h inks  o f  your  las t
day  in  Germany  w i th  her  and  you  came down the  h i l l  so  fas t  tha t
you a lmost  b roke  your  neck .  I  don ' t  know much news any  more .  We
s t i l l  haven t t  recovered  f rom the  war .  We a re  s t i l l  occup ied  by
the  Pruss ians .  Our  so ld ie rs  s t i l l  mus t  go  to  Pruss ia  to  work  bu t
there  a re  no t  too  many  here ,  mos t  wen t  to  Amer ica .

A lso ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  le t  you  know E l i zabe th  Ke l le r ,  daugh te r  o f
Ke l le r rs  s i s te r ,  wou ld  l i ke  to  go  to  Amer ica ,  bu t  she  canno t  go ,
she  i s  no t  21  years  o ld  ye t .  M ichae l  Rus ie rs  s i s te r ,  KEt r ine ,
wou ld  l i ke  to  have  a  le t te r ,  he r  address  i s  M ichae l  Koen ig  and
te l I  h im g ree t ings  f ron r  her  and  her  b ro ther  to  a l I  o f  you .

Dear  S is te r  and  Bro ther - in -1aw,  I  don ' t  th ink  I  w i l l  ever  come over
because  o f  my  age .  My  w i fe  and  I  a re  bo th  50  and  have  !  ch i ld ren
mar r ied .  Some day  we w i l l  see  each  o ther  and  our  hear ts  w i l l  be
fu l l  o f  j oy  tha t  nobody  can  take  f rom us .

Dear  S is te r ,  g ree t ings  to  Ke l le r ,  i f  he  i s  no t  too  fa r  f rom you ,
I  wou ld  l i ke  to  hear  f rom h im,  how he  i s  and  i f  he  i s  we l l .  He
must  be  a  happy  man,  I  be t  he  w ished  he  was  on ly  3O years  o ld .
Dear  Ke l le r ,  I  s t i l l  l i ke  you  very  much  even  i f  we  had  some
d i f fe rences  in  Germany .  You  ou tb id  me on  some land  bu t  th i s  i s
a l l  fo rgo t ten .  Gree t ings  to  your  w i fe  and  ch i ld ren  and  l i ve  a
good  l i f e  so  tha t  one  day  we can  pu t  our  t i red  head  down and  can
say  we l i ved  a  good  l i f e .

Dear  S is te r  and  Bro ther - in - law,  g ree t ings  to  a l l  o f  your  ch i ld ren ,
your  s i s te r  and  b ro thers .  Dear  Bro ther - in -1aw,  an  ex t ra  g ree t ing
f ro rn  my  w i fe ,  to  your  mother - in - law and  on  your  house  and  s is te r
Ka t r ine .  She  s t i  l l  t h inks  abou t  her  ch i ldhood  years .

I  wr i te  th i s  le t te r  to  you  on  the  las t  n igh t  tha t  my  daugh te r
E l i zabe th  i s  w i th  us .  I  canr t  th ink  anymore  so  I  send  on ly  love
and  s tay  a lways  your  b ro ther  and  f r iend .

MICHAEL BLESS
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To Johanas House
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Dlerahefun, Ger.rnany
October 25, 1851.

Dean Slster & Bnothen- ln- Iawl

Gneet lngs to you, youn chl ldren andiyoun farnl l les,  a lso,  to
Mr. Kelfen and hls wlfe. I wrote to you and f hope that you
necelved the sene because El lzabeth KeIIen told me she would
take the letter along. She was gone about 8 days when I
recelved your letten wlth the papens. I went to the count
house with those papens but they donrt want to have anythlng
to do wlth those papers because they are not authonlzed. He
asked., tfWas thls ieiten wnitten Uy fifunttt And I eald, rrYeo,
lt looks 1lke the same handwrltlng.rr But letf s walt a half
year and lf nothlng happens up to then we see what we can do.
Thls t lme ls not oven yet.

Now, itts t ime for Jacob Schrlener agaLn. He wants to come to
you too, but l - t rs nlsky to send the money thnu hlm, because 1f
he donr t have any luck over ttrere the money mtght be gone so I
better walt rt lL sprlng then go to Strasboung and send lt thru
e monoy onden, but you trave to let me know whene I should send
l t  to .

Dean Sisten and Bnother-1n-1aw, ln the Letten I  sent thru El lza-
beth Kellen I gave hen the addness of my daughten Ellzabeth but
I  am golng to put t t  agaln ln th ls Jet ten Ln case you dld not
get l t  fnom El lzabeth Kel ler .  I  Just  wlsh you could got togethor
wlth my daughten Ellzabeth. We sur6 worry about hor. Now Mothen
ls all alone and after she hes ralsed so many daughters and canlt
be wlth them. I an alone a1so, because my son Davld had to go
ln the army on Septemben 10, 1851. Ludwlg works on a boat on tho
Rhlne. He and Hans Gramzy had a boat butlt and tnaneports gnavel
wl th i t .  Thls fa1l  I  w111 have to do the plowlng al l  by mysel f .
I  st t l l  have Fredenlok but he ls too l l t t le to holp me.

Dean Slster, you wrlte ln your letten how you brene at a chunch
r.evlval  and that they took ln 300 people at l  at  once. Ploaso
teIl rne what you mean. Now, I I lke to end my lotter and I I lke
to tell you that we have not had a good sprlng. No fnult on the
trees, potatoes no good, we got a Ll t t le bl t  more than we put ln
the ground. We should have had IOO baekets ful1 but thcy made
on3-y 35 and those are not f l t  to eat,  but  f  t rust  ln God, He
knows best what ls good fon us.  I f  he wants to take cere of  ua
Hls hand ls never too shont.  I f  He canrt  help us any moro and
cal ls us home l t  le wel I .  Now gneet lngs to al l  of  you there
pnesent. Wnltten ln a hunny.

MICHAEL tsLESS
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Fron Mlohael Bleca
To John & Cathcrlnc (Blcgs) Houge

Dear Slster and Brothen-ln-law

Illenehelm, Gcnrany
l{ay 11, L653

Heartfel.t gnectlnga to Xour youn ohlLdrcn and your fnlendshlpa.
Youn nice letten I have necelved and I gew that you ero all well
and lt hae made us vony happy. Thenk Ood we are wclL a1so. I
gaw ln youn lctten that I should send lrou money thatls conlng to
you thrtr John Genben fnon Ll.nks. But as far aa I know hc ls not
going nlght atralo I would llke to get your money over thene lf
onJ.y I knew how. Maybc I could send by money order to a 1awyen
but lct nc know what eddregg to send lt to because I donrt know
muoh about thocc thlngr. Let mc know what f should do.

0f oourcc, lt would have been better lf I nyaelf oouLd conro ovorl
end ny daughtcr Ellzabeth told ne I should come, lt was very good
ovcr thenc. I nyeelf belleve lt ls better ln Anenlca than lt 1g
ln Ocrmeny but lt 1g not veny oesy when you ene o1d. Saytng goodbye
fnom cverythlng ls not easy cven lf sone of them go along some
would stay back.

In Mucllcneohangls lettcn he read that Hechlen bought a plece of
Iand fon $tPO. 

-He 
probably belleved that somebody--fnom here wouLd

ooDre ovcn thene but nobody wants to go so far. I talked to my
ronl Davld end lr,udwtg they should go oven tbene but nlght now Davld
ls a soldlen ln the ermy and he would not be able to go oven tbene.
Hc lc not el.l,ored to leave the eruy unLess the parents go wlth blm.
Thc yorrng people do not reallze what ls golng on ln Germany. t{e
thlnk wc mlght have Bome bad tlmes. It ls gettlng worse fnom day
to day, We evon hean war rumors that say the Austrlans ane golng
agalnst Swltzcnland because they ane keeplng sone of oun people
pnlsoncrc and they want them back. But I trtrst that wan wonlt
happcn bccausc God ls looklng out for  ug.

Dcar Slctcr and Brothen-1n-1an, my greatest wlsh would be lf you
could vlslt my daughter Ellzabeth and she could come to you and
you wouLd have the plcasune of one of my ohlldnen. I wnote to
El,lzabeth about thls but she has a famlly alneady and lt would
not bc !o oe6y for hen to come with them. I would l lke to know
how far you ero fr.om each othero

Oun slgtcr ln Lauterbourg dled thls wlnter. She has not been slck
and weg ulth hcn farnlly at the breakfast table and et 9 orelock che
dlcd. lly son Mlchacl, Barbena and Katherlne lrero at the frrnerslo
IIen three daughtere, not manrled, keep house togethen; they take
oerc of the acne, they do thc plowlng, sewlng and make hay. They
all send gneetlngr and wlsh you health and good Luck.

Dear 9lsten and Bnothen-ln-Iawr I would have wrlttcn befone but I
alraya walt ro I can glve you more nows about whatls golng on ln
our countny. A year ago they trled to get Fredrlch House on Fred
(Fritz) Schulce but nclthen of thoec men got to be meyon, so they
had a second elcctlon. A man by the nanre of Mantlne Steph6n got
the Job. They arc Bo mrny rlota about thls. Peoplc fnon Dlensheln
havenrtgot a good neme because they malce go much trouble fon themo
ft wac llkc e revolutlon. Thcy go thrnr the money, they donrt do
anythlng for the pcoplc. Bvcnythtng goos urotrgo



( 5-lr-1851 )
page 2 27

Last year we had hlgh water fnom the Rhlne end the waten rt!  ovcr
everythlng but we had no tnouble ln Dlenshelm but they had, tnoublc
ln Kehl and Aunhelm so that ono of the dams bnoke loosc and thc
water was over the hlghway by Stnasboung. It  took houseg away and
made evenyth lng I lke a wl lderness.  I t  was warm ln  r ln ter  and too
cold ln sprlng and now lt ls slunner but al l  we have ls naln. The
acre whene we plant hemp looks bad and lf  we cantt get anythlng off
th ls  what  would we pay our  b l I ls  wl th .  I  have so much to pay,  morc
than you would have.  I  s t l l l  need $50 to get  hay.  I  so ld my honse
fon 100 fn.  and I  r lde to  town wl th  my co! r .  I  have I  cows,  2 buI lc
and 2 p lgs.

Dean Sls ten,  ln  Dlenshelm we have not  got  as many p lgs ln  the whole
town as you have.  I f  you so ld $132 ln  p lgs and st l l l  have ?O btg
and l l t t Ie ,  then you are n lch.  Thene are s t l I l  far :nens that  havenr t
got  any p lgs ln  the ln s table becarrse they are h lgh;  I  p lg  costa 9
to  l 0  f n .

If  you write me agaln thls fal l  let me know how many plgs you have
and do you have them all on one place and how do you feed them? and
trow many cows do you have? do you have a horse? Iret me know how
you fer t l l lze your  land and do you } lve ln  1og houses? or  do you
have homes I lke us? because you have p lenty  of  wood.  I  heard about
thls through youl3 Brothen-1n-law, Geonge Sheets. You also wnlte
that you make sugar, let me know, have you got a sugar tree? I am
really nosey, I I lke to know evenythlng about you becauso uo cannot
talk together an)Erore. I 11ke to let you know also that Mlchael.
Russe ls  b ro then rs  w l fe  d ied .  She  was  l n  Rubr l ch tsau  w l th  hen
daughtenr Bot slck and dled. Now the old man ls by himself. Hls
son Michaol works for. Geonge Gramzy, a carpenten. Hls daughter-ln-
law had 2 chlldren by MichaeL but the chlldnen are not marrled yet.
He d id not  do good ln  th ls  marr lage because she ls  s lck and ghe ls
in  Baden Baden fon her  heal th  (ar thr l t le) .  The docton helped h lm
so she got  to  go there wl thout  paX.

Now I  want  to  te I l  you the costs ;  wheat  costs  L2 t r , ,  25# oatg 6-7
f r .  Now I  have to  f ln ish my le t ten because my son- ln- laur  Mant lne
Saulhaber  would l lke to  wr l te  a few 1 lnes so I  wlsh you good heal th
and hope that thls letter" comes to you. Good luck and 1000 greet-
lngs to  your  fami ly .  A1so,  g lve gneet lngs to  Mr.  Kel lenrs wl fe  and
chl ldren.  Kel len would probably  say t t l f  I  on ly  was young yet t t  be-
cause ho ls  n lcher  than a l l  the faml l les ln  Dlershelm.  Greet lngs
aga ln .

M|  chael  B less the 2nd

Fnom Martlne Saulhaben
To Jacob Schnlener

I I lke to let you know that I recelved youn letten fnom the 15th of
Octoben, 1852, and heard that you bought a very blg farrr and we are
veny glad about thls and happy about l t .  I  should have wrltten you
before how lt ls ln Kehl. The man says that he does not owe you any
money and he only laughs about l t .  But I told hln that he was
rn ls taken that  he (Jacob Schr lener)  could go to  the law.

Fnlondly gneetlngs on al l  of you.

Mantlne Saulhaben
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From:  Mlchae l  B less
To:  Mr.  Johannes Haufs  (House)
In  Mooresv l  I  le ,  Ind lana
Morgan County

Dear  Sfs ter  and Erother - in - law

0l  ersheim
February  14,  1854

Thank  you  fo r  your  fe t te r ,  w€  a re  g lad  to  hear  you  a re  a l l  we l l  and
happy .  Thank  God we a re  we l l  too .  Gree t ings  to  your  ch i ld ren  and
to  Ke l fe r  and  Schre lner .

You  \ l te  you  had  a  d ry  summer  and  the  land  d id  no t  b r ing  much  f ru i t
and ve le tab les .  We had a  hre t  year r  so  much has  ro t ted  in  the  ground
and we had so  many mice  th is  year  they  d id  a  lo t  o f  damage.  Scme
peop le  d id  no t  ge t  enough ou t  o f  the  ground to  p lan t  fo r  the  nex t
year .  Every th ing  i s  ve ry  h igh  p r i ced  and  i f  we  wou ld  no t  ge t  f ro rn
o ther  coun t r ies ,  w€  wou ld  have  to  go  hungry .  I  am sure  God in
heaven  w i l l  t ake  care  o f  us ,  bu t  so  many  peop le  do  no t  be l ieve  in
God and  make  t roub le  and  S€ry ,  r rLe t  the  coun ty  take  care  o f  us . ' l
32  fami l i es  a re  ge t t ing  some ex t ra  g rocer ies  f ro rn  the  coun ty ,  every
day  more  a re  app ly ing  fo r  he lp  and  we have  to  pay  fo r  them.

We had  a  le t te r  l as t  fa l l  f rom E l i zabe th  and  Hech le r .  Hech le r rs
mother  d ied  on  the  3 ls t  o f  Augus t ,  1853  and  a  son  o f  Hech le r rs  d ied .
He was  2  years  o ld ,  they  bur ied  h im bes ide  h is  g randmother ,  he  d ied
November  7 th ,1853 .  The  paren ts  a re  ve ry  sad ,  bu t  be l ieve  in  God
and God w i  I  I  g ive  them peace.

Hech le r  te l l s  us  he  i s  do ing  f ine  w i th  h is  7  ac res  o f  l and .  They
had  304  bushe ls  o f  whea t ,  he  so ld  i t  fo r  72Q;  so ld  12  bushe ls  o f
bar ley  fo r  45C a  bushe l ,  and  153  bushe ls  o f  oa ts  fo r  25C a  bushe l .
H is  fa rm l s  a lmos t  pa id  fo r ,  he  s t i l l  owes  S IOO to  M ichae l  House ,
h is  ne ighbor .  He  hopes  to  se l l  2000  pounds  o f  po rk ,  th i s  w i l l  b r ing
5100 .  I t  su re  i s  eas ie r  to  ge t  r i ch  in  Amer ica  than  in  Germany .

Hech le r  wro te  he  i s  no t  ab le  to  make  the  t r ip  to  you  in  Ind iana ,  he
is  too  busy  and you wr i te  you are  too  o ld  to  go  over  there ;  because
you  a re  too  o ld  I  am a f ra id  th i s  may  be  you  never  w i l l  ge t  toge ther .

Th is  sp r ing  a  few o f  the  young  men f ro rn  O ie rshe im leave  fo r  Amer ica ,
so  I  hope  Ludwig ,  ou r  son ,  w i l l  go  too ,  i f  I  have  money  enough .  He
needs  a t  l eas t  l 5O f r .  h le  a re  hav ing  a  boa t  bu i l t  to  t ranspor t
g rave l .  I  pa id  250  f r ,  down,  bu t  s t i l l  have  a  deb t  o f  l 5O f r .  I
w i  I  I  t ry  to  se l  I  the  Hoh lenweg acre  and hope I  make some money on
i  t .  I f  on l  y  you had asked us  to  cohe over  there  20  years  ago.  I f
Ke l le r  had  no t  come to  you  w i th  my  le t te r ,  you  wou ld  p robab ly  have
fo rgo t ten  uS,  you  were  s t i l l  i n  V i rg in ia  when  I  rece ived  your  las t
le t te r ,  more  than  20  years  ago .  I  wro te  4  le t te rs  bu t  I  rece ived
no  answer .  Was  ready  to  come in  1842  bu t  my  w i fe  was  aga ins t  i t ,
now she is  sor ry .  We are  too  o ld  now.  More  peop le  wou ld  go  to
Amer ica  bu t  canr t  se l l  the i r  houses ,  be l ieve  me,  i t  i s  no  good  in
Germany anymore.
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(February  14 ,  1854)

Now there  i s  a  rumor  o f  war ;  the  Russ ians  and  Turk ish  peop le  a re
f igh t ing  a l ready  and  burn  and  des t roy  every th ing .  We p ray  to  God
he w i l l  be  w i th  us .  I t  was  so  co ld  in  Oecember  and  January  bu t
we s t i l l  have  so  many  mice  they  do  so  much  damage.  I  to ld  you
abou t  th i s  a t  the  beg inn ing  o f  the  le t te r .  Schoo l  boys  a re  ou t  to
k i  1 l  m ice .  They  ge t  3  f  r .  a  dozen  f  ro rn  the  C i t y .

I t  i s  rea l l y  hard ,  many  fami l i es  ea t  tu rn ips  3  t imes  a  day .  I t
was  a lso  a  good  year  fo r  app les .  We s t i l l  have  8  bushe ls  le f t .

Wheat  cos t  20  f r .  fo r  25  lbs . ,  ba r ley  12  f r . ,  co rn  l3  f r . ,  oa ts ,
6  f r .  The  p r i ce  fo r  bee f  i s  l0  f r .  a  lb . ,  po rk  15  f r , ,  vea l  9  f r ,
I  so ld  vege tab les  and  meat  fo r  abou t  100  f r .  So ld  a  cow fo r  56  f r ,
We s t i l l  have  a  horse ,  2  cows ,  2  ca lves  and  2  p igs .  We bu tchered
2  p igs  fo r  the  w in te r .  As  you  see  i t  i s  ha rd  to  make  a  l i v ing  here .

Dear  S is te r  and  Bro ther - in - law,  we  sure  hope  to  hear  f rom you  be fo re
our  son  Ludwig  a r r i ves  the re .  I f  no t ,  so  I  hope  you  look  ou t  fo r
h im as  he  w i l l  be  a  he lp  to  you .  I  hope  God w i l l  be  w i th  a l l  o f  us ,
i f  we  have  no t  much  in  mate r ia l  goods ,  God i s  w i th  USr  th i s  we  know.

Hope th is  le t te r  w i l l  a r r i ve  a t  your  house  and  f ind  you  in  good
hea l th  as  i t  l eaves  us .  Gree t ings  to  you  and  your  ch i ld ren .  Hope
Susanna  and  her  s i s te r  w i l l  w r i te  to  us .  We love  you  a l l .  Goodbye
un t i  1  we  meet  aga in .

MI  CHAEL BLESS

Jacob  Uh l  le f t  Germany  w i thou t  a  goodbye .  We th ink  he  i s  w i th
Michae l  Rus ie ,  h i s  b ro ther - in - law.  H is  w i fe  sends  g ree t ings  to
her  husband  and  b ro ther .  She  p lans  to  go  there  too .

M i  chae l
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From Michae l  B less
To Johannes Haufs (House)

Mooresv i  I  l e ,  Ind iana
Morgan County

Dear  S is te r  and  Bro ther - in - law

Di  e rshe i  m
May 28 ,  1854

Gree t ings  to  you  and  your  ch i ld ren  and  a l l  your  f r i ends .  M ichae l
Rus i  wro te  he  wou ld  l i ke  one  o f  h i s  fami l y  to  come to  Amer ica .
F redr i ck  Rus i ,  the  son  o f  Ka thar ina  Rus i  i s  ready  to  come;  so  i s
my son  Ludwig .  As  you  know,  you  s t i l l  have  money  to  ge t  f rom here ,
so  I  p ron ised  100  f r .  o f  th i s  to  F reder i ck  Rus i ;  my  son  wou ld  b r ing
the  res t ,  bu t  Jacob  Rus i  wou ld  a lso  l i ke  so rne  o f  the  money  so  the
w i fe  o f  Jacob  Uh l  cou ld  go  to  her  husband .  M ichae l  Rus i ,  son  o f
Dav id ,  wou ld  a lso  l i ke  to  go  to  Amer ica  and  have  sorne  money .  We
be l ieved  Jacob  Uh l  to  be  w i th  you ,  bu t  h is  s i s te r  wro te ,  he  i s  s t i l l
i n  New Or leans .  He  cou ldnr t  go  any  fa r ther ,  he  ran  ou t  o f  money .

There  was  a  meet ing  in  the  coun ty  house  las t  n igh t  to  de te rmine  what
to  do  w i th  the  o ld  man Dav id  Rus i .  He  i s  o ld  and  poor  and  the  coun ty
has  to  take  care  o f  h im.  So  the  dec is ion  was  to  send  h im to  h is
ch i ld ren  in  Amer ica ,  the  coun ty  w i l l  pay  6O f r .  to  th i s  t r i p .  Now
you have to  wr i te  me who ge ts  the  money.  I  p ronr ised  the  money to
Kathar ina rs  son ,  he  i s  a  good  boy ,  the  res t  i s  up  to  you .  Bu t  p lease
wr i te  me how to  d iv ide  the  res t  o f  the  money .  I  see  to  i t  tha t  I
get  a note f rorn each of  thern.

Dear  S is te r ,  I  th ink  the re  a re  4  o f  you  to  ge t  th i s  inher i tance ,  the
ch i ld ren  f ro rn  Shee ts  and  you ,  M ichae l  Rus i ' s  w i fe  and  Barbara  Bu tner .
I  wou ld  l i ke  to  know i f  you  had  rece ived  my le t te r  be fo re  Rus i  wro te
to  me.  I  wro te  3  le t te rs - to  you ,  E l i zabe th  and  Schre iner .  I  wen t
to  the  pos to f f i ce  myse l f ,  yours  and  E l i zabe th 's  le t te rs  wen t  over
LaHarve ,  bu t  the  le t te r  to  Schre iner  over  Breman.  I  l i ke  to  know
which  one  go t  the re  f i r s t .  He l lo  to  Ke l le r ,  he  su re  was  lucky  tha t
he  went  to  Amer ica .  I t  i s  ha rd  to  earn  a  l i v ing  here .  Ke l le r ' s
fa ther - in - law d ied  on  h is  way  to  the  church  on  Good Fr iday ,  M ichae l
B less  the  f i r s t ,  was  w i th  h im,  he  d ied  in  h is  a rms.

There  i s  an  unres t  be tween the  Catho l i c  and  p ro tes tan t  churches i
the  Catho l i cs  l i ke  to  ge t  back  the  C lo is te r  es ta tes  they  los t  i n
the  revo lu t ion  in  1848 .  We l i ke  the  p resen t  government .  We do  no t
want  a  revo lu t ion  aga in .  May  God be  w i th  us r  we  a l l  s ing  w i th  Mar t in
Lu ther  the  song ,  AMigh ty  For t ress  I s  Our  God.  Our  government  o f f i c ia l
F reder i ck  sen t  an 'ambassador  to  the  Pope  in  Rome to  se t t l e  th i s  unres t .

Now I  be t te r  s top  wr i t i ng  abou t  a l l  th i s .  We a re  look ing  fo rward  to
a  be t te r  year .  So  fa r  every th ing  looks  good  on  our  f i e ld r  so  we  donr t
have  to  go  hungry ,  i t ' s  Godrs  w i l l .  As  I  was  wr i t i ng  th i s  le t te r ,
Kathar ina  Rus i  came over ,  she  is  now ready  to  le t  her  son Freder ick
go  to  Amer ica  and  i f  M ichae l  Kon ig  shou ld  d ie ,  she  wou ld  se l  I  ou t  and
go  to  Amer ica  a lso .  Ka thar lna  to ld  me tha t  Jacob  Rus i  had  a  le t te r
wr i t ten  by  Chr l s t lan  Humel ,  bu t  he  d id  no t  te l l  me  o r  Ka thar ina  any-
th fng  abou t  l t .  So  you  see  he  i s  no t  hones t  w i th  us ,  h i s  re la t i ves .

i
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(May 28 ,  l85 l+)

Dear  M ichae l  Rus i ,  I  w i l l  pu t  a  no te  in  th i s  le t te r  f rom your  b ro ther l
son, as you see he needs some money. I  bel ieve i f  he had enough money
he wou ld  ra ther  go  to  Texas  to  Dav id  than to  you.  I  rea l l y  fee l  sor ry
fo r  h im.  I f  he  takes  tha t  h rcman a long,  r igh t  now she is  in  a  poor
peop le rs  ba th  in  Baden-Baden.  I f  he  b r ing  her  a long  he  wou ld  have
to  ge t  a  ma id  fo r  her .

Hope  you  rece ive  th i s  le t te r  i n  the  bes t  o f  hea l th .  U{e  a re  a l l  f i ne .
Greet ings  to  a l  I  o f  yoU,  f rc rn  your  b ro ther ,

MICHAEL BLESS,  rhe  2nd
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Frqn :  M ichae l  B less
To:  Johan Haufs  (House)
Mooresv i  I  I  e ,  Ind iana,  Morgan County

Oear  S is te r ,  B ro ther  and  Ch i ld ren

Di  e r  she i  m
Apr i  1  23 ,  1859

Gree t ings  to  you  a l l  f rom us  a l l .  Heard  f ro rn  Rus ie  you  wro te  a  le t te r
to  U ls  (Uh ls? )  and  to ld  them to  te l l  me to  wr i te  to  you .  I  was  so  sure
I  had  wr i t ten  the  las t  l e t te r .  I  am so  fo rge t fu l  l a te ly .  As  I  opened
your  las t  l e t te r  a  go ld  do l la r  ro l led  ou t ,  th i s  su re  su rp r i sed  me.
Thank you so  much fo r  the  same;  w i  I  I  never  spend the  money,  bu t  keep
i t  as  a  keepsake .

We had a  very  d ry  surTmer  in  1858 bu t  the  harves t  was  good.  Our  hemp was
no t  too  long ,  bu t  I  so ld  i t  fo r  20  f r .  100  lbs .  Wine  tu rned  ou t  ve ry
good  bu t  s t i l l  be t te r  in  1857 .  So ld  whea t  in  1857  fo r  l0  f r .  fo r  25  lbs . ,
i n  1858  fo r  I  f r .  Had  p len ty  o f  po ta toes  in  1858  and  so ld  100  lbs .  fo r
12  f r .  Win te r  s ta r ted  ear l y  las t  fa l l .  We had  to  work  hard  and  fas t
to  ge t  the  po ta toes  in  the  house  be fo re  f ros t .  Win te r  was  mi ld  and
spr ing  came ear l y ,  so  we  were  ab le  to  pu t  oa ts  and  bar ley  in  g round  a t
the  beg inn ing  o f  March .

I  havenr t  too  much  news,  on ly  the re  a re  war  rumors .  A l l  young  men have
to  se rve  the  a rmy.  Barbara rs  son  Fredr i ck  le f t  today ;  he  was  pu t  in  the
ar t i  I  l a ry .  Barbara  i  s  no t  ve ry  lucky ;  l os t  he r  husband  Mar t i  ne  Sau l  haber
Oc tober  1857  on  a  Sunday  morn ing .  He  had  been  work ing  a l l  day  Sa tu rday
in  h is  workshop ,  i t  mus t  have  been  a  s t roke .  Our  son  Dav id  wen t  to
B isho fshe im to  the  doc to r ,  bu t  too  la te .  Mar t ine  Sau lhaber ' s  dea th  came
as  a  su rp r i se ;  he  had  no t  p repared  h is  fami l y  fo r  a l l  the  work  he  le f t
beh ind .  The  o ldes t  son  was  t rave l l i ng ,  he  was  in  Swi tze r land  a t  the
t ime and  cou ld  no t  come to  the  funera l .  The  two  o lder  sons  have  been
tak ing  care  o f  the  fa ther rs  b lacksmi th  shop .  Bu t  the  second  son  has  to
go  to  the  a r f ry ,  the  nex t  boy  i s  a lmos t  too  young .  Barbara  and  her  hus-
band  had  l4  ch i ld ren  toge ther  8  a re  s t i l l  l i v ing .  Th is  i s  no t  easy  fo r
Barbara  as  a  w idow.  Kar l  K iummel ,  the  c i t y  accoun tan t  d ied  o f  a  hear t
a t tack .  The  o ldes t  daugh te r  o f  the  Fau tenbacher rs  d ied  th is  sp r ing .
She  le f t  one  son  20  years  o ld .  She  had  been  a  w idow fo r  a  long  t ime.
Magda lena  and  Barbara  l i ve  in  her  house ,  Mar ia  i s  mar r ied  to  a  baker ,
bu t  no t  too  happy .

The  on ly  news I  can  g ive  you  i s  tha t  the re  w i l l  be  a  new br idge  bu i l t
f ron r  Keh l  over  the  Rhe in .  They  send  a  man 50  f t .  down in  an  i ron  case .
The  man has  to  work  away  the  d i r t  the  d r i l l i ng  i s  done  f ro rn  the  top .
Many  a  man has  los t  h i s  l i f e  down there .  The  pay  i s  good ,  I  f r .  an
hour ,  on ly  peop le  w i th  a  lo t  o f  deb ts  w i l l  t ake  th is  dangerous  job .

Now a  l i t t l e  news f ro rn  our  fami  l y .  Our  son  Dav id  mar r ied  Sa loonrea
Ka iser  f rom Rhe inb ischo fshe im in  0ecenrber  1857 .  They  have  a  l i t t l e  son
6  months  o ld ,  he  i s  a  good  boy .  Now I  w i l l  end  my le t te r ,  p lease  fo r -
g ive  me fo r  no t  wr i t i ng  so  long .  Hope  th is  le t te r  w i l l  reach  you  in
good  hea l th .  We a re  no t  a l l  we l l ,  bu t  sa t i s f ied .  Gree t ings  f ro rn  a l l
o f  us  here  to  a l l  o f  yours .  Gree t ings  to  Ke l le r ,  Herzog ,  Uh l  and  Rus ie .
Lorenz  Koen ig  wou ld  l i ke  to  go  to  Amer ica  bu t  he  canr t  se l l  h i s  house .

MICHAEL BLESS thE ZNd



F'rom l l lchael Bless
To Johanas House

Dlersheln, Germany
Aprll [, rB60

Dcar Sls ten,  Bnothen and ch l ldren ancl  a l l  acqualntances:

our  hear t fe l t  gneet lngb to  you arr ,  doar  ch l rdrorro tJe ane nou
gnowlng o lden every day.  How of ten we shar l  be able to  te t  you
hean fnom us we do not know. As we are growlng ln Bgor so we
should grow_in wlsdom, grace of  God and toward man.  

-N6w, 
my

dgan ones,  r  do not  wish to  wr l te  you too extenslvo ly  s inco you
shal l  be to ld  verbal ly  how everyth lng ls  wl th  us.  Thore ls
again ta lk  of  war  and war  cn ies.  Accord ing to  L i re  prophesles
there shall  break out a bloody war ovor Gerrnany.

Dear  s ls ter" ,  we do not  know at  a lL  what  k lnd of  a  preuont  to
send to you.  Our  hemp has a l1 been spun,  and ot f rerwiso we do
not  know what  we could send to you.  so t , t rey wero af tor  me a l r
week  tha t  r  shouLd  Ie t  myse l f  be  pa ln tod  (pho tog raphod) ,  s l nce
Kon ig rs  (K ing )  cou l -d  so  eas i r y  b r l ng  l t  a long  to  L l ro re . -  r  sa ld
a lways that  I  do not  want  to  send my o ld hoad to Amer lca any more.
So lhe days go by unt i l  today the l l th ,  they le l ' t  mo no peaco.
so  r  sa ld  l f  } 4o the r  wou ld  go  a rong  r  have  i ro  < . rbJecL io r r s .  so
today  a t  11  o rc lock  we  go  to  B i schepho im.  A t  Lz  o rc l , ock  1 t  was
alneady done.  Dear  s is ten,  r  t ravo had a dr . ryr l lcaLe rnat le .  r
th ink you could send one to El lzabeth.  r  f ropo y<-ru wi l l  have
yoursel f  done aLso and send to us.

wr i t e  t o  us  some news .  Hoch le r  has  a l so  wr ib ten  Lo  us .  l l o
wr i tes they have had a year  of  f 'a i lure.  i lhe wtrerrL I ' roze out .
Then they sowed summer wheat  in  t ,he spr ing.  ' l r ren caJno lnsr :c ts
tha t  spo i l ed  i t r  t ha t  no t  much  o f  l L  was  ha rvosL tJd .  ' l ' t r oy  t raven r !
wr l t ten for  a  long t ime e i thon.  Ludwlg was mad aL r r ro .  ' l '14s y€ars
ago  he  wan ted  to  buy  a  p ropen ty .  Ho  sa id  l b  was  U0  ac ros .  He
thought  he could buy the rand for  Lwolvo hundred c loL lars .  He
had  on l y  abou t  BOO f r .  I f  I  cou ld  send  h im  s r r rn r :  . , [ '  j L ,  1 I ' t r o
cou ld  pay  on l y  ha l f  o f  l t ,  t he  rosb  he  cou ld  pay  ra t r l r .  r  sa id
what  should I  do.  r  donr t  wish bo se l l  anyt f r lng,  anc l  Lo t . ror row
the  money  and  pay  the  l n to res t  r  don r t  w l sh  Lo  < l c l  o i l ho r .  l l e
shou ld  go  to  Iowa  to  you r  son ,  Lhe re  l and  l s  s t i l l -  l oss  expens tvo .

I  want  to  c l -ose my wr l t lng and wish Lo i r ( rnd yeu a l l  rnany Lt rougand.
g ree t l ngs  and  to  w ish  you  to  rece i ve  L t r l s  l r r  y | . sq6  f roa lLh .  l j ay
he l l o  t o  a l l  t he  o t t re rs ,  Rus l ,  Ke l l e r .  Now daa l "  Ke r le r ,  r  have
of ton sa ld of  you,  I  have a lways had e J_on; l lng f<te Arr ,er l r -a ,  but
have never  got ten thene;  you have nev€r  want ,ed Lo know of  l t  and
you have got , ten there.  But  L t rank God bhnt  you are Lt rer ro.  I  have
sa ld  l t  so  meny  t i r nes  bha t  you  wou ld  havc  a  t ra rd  L i r r , e  c , f  l t  t f
you  ue re  he re  sa la ry  w lse  and  }easeho lds  a ro  ve ry  cos l l y .  l l ow
faneweI l ,  r  am romain ing your  dearest  broLfror  ar rd [ ' r ier rd.
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Frqn :  Johann  George  Schmi  t t
T0 :  Mr .  Johannes  Hau fs  (House )

Moo resv i  I  l e ,  I nd iana
Morgan  Coun ty

My  dea r  Fa the r  and  B ro the r  Hen ry

Honau
September  12 ,  1877

Now I  take  the  t ime to  wr i te  to  you  and  hope  my le t te r  w i l l  f i nd
you  in  good  hea l th .  I  had  a  good  t r ip  home,  was  no t  seas ick .  I t
took  15  days  by  boa t .  We had  a  lo t  o f  fun .  0n  F r iday ,  the  7 th ,
in  the  morn ing  we a r r i ved  in  Eremerhaven ,  then  on  ano ther  boa t  to
Bremen,  the  t ra in  le f t  B remen a t  4  o ' c lock  and  I  a r r i ved  in  S t rasbourg
a t  l1  o rc lock  in  the  even ing .  I  wa lked  horne  to  Honau .  The  f ie lds
rea l l y  looked  good ,  a  lo t  o f  tobacco ,  hay  and  tu rn ips ,  f ru i t  t rees
are  fu l l  o f  a1 l  k inds  o f  f ru i t .  App les ,  pears .  Wine  i s  a lso  p len t i -
fu1 .  P len ty  o f  whea t ,  100  pounds  cos t  24  marks .

Keh l  and  S t rasbourg  a re  bu i l t  up  a f te r  the  war  be t te r  than  be fo re .

Jacob  Houser  toUr  f r i end  i s  s t i l l  l i v ing r  so  i s  Ludwig  B less ,  the
one  who l i ved  w i th  Henry .  P lease  te l l  Henry  to  say  g ree t ings  to
a l  1  the  ne ighbors .

Bes t  w ishes ,  your  f r i end

JOHANN GEORGE SCHMI  TT

Note :  Goorge Sml th  i s  l l s ted  ln  the  census  o f  tB60 and IBTO
as being a farm hand llving wlth John House- Hls age
was 37 and h7 years and he was bonn ln Baden,
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