
To John House
Mooresv i  I  l e ,  Ind iana

Br i  s toe  S ta t ion
Pr ince  W Co. ,  Va .
January  l l t h ,  1868

My Dear  Bro ther

A f te r  a  long  s i lence  I  sea t  myse l f  to  answer  your  las t  l e t te r .
I  fee l  sornewhat  ashamed on account  o f  my neg l igent  de lay ,  bu t
mus t  beg  you  to  excuse  me.  I t  i s  no t  because  I  do  no t  l i ke  to
wr i te  you  and  a l l so  g lad  to  hear  f rom you  bu t  s imp ly  because  I
have  to  work  hard  and  do  no t  fee l  l i ke  wr i t i ng  w i th  my  s t i f f
f i ngers .  Bu t  le t  th i s  se f f i ce  and  I  w i l l  t r y  and  do  be t te r  in
the  fu tu re .  We a re  a l l  to le rab ly  we l l .  I  am very  much  a f f l i c ted
and  somet imes  very  sever l y .  We a re  ge t t ing  a long  as  we l l  as
cou ld  be  expec ted  under  the  c i r cumstances  as  the  n iggers  a re  our
super io rs .  They  have  the  e lec t i ve  f ranch ise  and  was  compe l  led
to  vo te  the  rad ica l  t i cke ts  fo r  de lega tes  to  a  conven t ion  to
f rame a  cons t i tu t ion  fo r  ou r  s ta te  to  su i t  the  rad ica l  congress .
The  negroes  were  fo rmed in  wha t  they  ca l l  a  un ion  league  and
under  tha t  league  they  a re  sworn  to  suppor t  tha t  pa r ty  and  many
o f  them wou ld  have  vo ted  the  conserva t i ve  t i cke t  bu t  were  a f ra id
to  do  so .  In  fac t  many  d id  and  were  immed ia te ly  l ynched  and
many  were  scared  on  the  pena l t y  o f  dea th .  Now jus t  th ink  here
are  these  poor  ignoran t  peop le  jus t  f rom bondage  who have  bu t
very  l i t t l e  knowledge  o f  ou r  po l i t i ca l  mat te rs  who  as  the  Pres iden t
says  ( t ru l y  too )  does  no t  know how to  cas t  a  vo te  and  in  fac t  many
had  fo rgo t  wha t  names they  reg i  s te red  under  and  on  tha t  accoun t
cou ld  no t  vo te .  And  here  these  vo tes  a re  fo rced  on  us  to  fo rm a
conven t ion  to  make  our  s ta te  conven t ion  when I  th ink  the  ve ry  bes t
o f  ou r  men shou ld  on ly  have  vo ted .  I  am opposed  to  un ive rsa l
su f f rage  to  the  wh i te  peop le .  I  wou ld  no t  be  opposed  to  the  negro
vo t ing  i f  he  were  capab le  and  in  t ime  when they  become more  en-
l i gh tened  then  i t  w i l l  be  t ime  enough .  Bu t  mos t  assured ly  they
were  be t te r  o f f  i n  s lavery  than  now.  0 f  course  there  a re  so rne
excep t ions .  Bu t  as  a  who le  they  were  be t te r  o f f .  we  see  no th ing
here  what  i t  i s  fu r the r  sou th  bu t  i t  i s  enough  seen  here  to  con-
f i rm what  I  have  sa id .  They  a re  loung ing  a round  many  ha l f  c lad
and  no t  enough  to  ea t .  They  cou ld  ge t  p len ty  o f  work  to -do  i f
they  wou ld  bu t  won ' t  un t i  I  necess i t y  compe ls  the rn  and  as  a  mat te r
o f  course  tha t  makes  them d ishones t  and  many  have  f la t te red  them-
se lves  tha t  they  wou ld  ge t  fa rms  by  con f i sca t ion  bu t  i f  ever  tha t
cones  to  pass  there  w i  1  I  be  a  war  o f  races .  Now as  fo r  myse l  f
I  ca re  no th ing  abou t  s lavery ,  bu t  I  fee l  fo r  them who had  scarce ly
any  o ther  p roper ty  and  L inco ln  had  no  more  au thor i t y  ( than  I  had)
under  the  cons t i tu t ion  o f  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  to  se t  them a t  l i be r ty .
He  sa id  i t  was  a  m i l i t a ry  necess i t y ,  bu t  now tha t  i s  s topped .  Bu t
enough  o f  the  n iggers  a t  p resen t .
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I  was  g lad  to  hear  o f  your  good  hea l th  and  tha t  you  a re  do ing
we l l .  I  suppose  you  a re  l i ke  myse l f  have  to  work  hard  in  your
o ld  age though we ought  no t  to  cornp la in  as  an  honest  employment
i s  the  bes t  sa t i s fac t ion  a  man can  have  and  he  fee ls  be t te r  bo th
in  hea l th  and  sp i r i t s .  We a re  l i v ing  ve ry  we l l  now,  have  p len ty
to  ea t  and  ware  and  by  the  b less ing  o f  God  we hope  so  to  do  i f
th i s  ro t ten  government  w i l l  l e t  us  a lone .  I  so ld  las t  year  abou t
S3OO.00  wor th  o f  g ra in  and  have  abou t  t5O bushe ls  o f  oa ts  now fo r
sa le  and  i t  i s  supposed  they  w i l l  be  wor th  S I .OO per  bushe l  i n
the  spr ing .  They  a re  wor th  now 75  c ts .  pe r  bushe l ,  co rn  i s  wor th
51 .20  per  bushe l ,  whea t  i s  f rom 52 .50  to  53 .00  per  bushe l ,  hay
per  hundred  pounds  75  c ts . ,  ho rses  and  ca t t le  a re  h igh .  I  have
4  horses ,  l0  head  o f  ca t t l e ,  38  head  o f  sheep ,  2Q head  o f  hogs
and  Nathan ie l  has  a  l i t t l e  th resh ing  mach ine  tha t  b r ings  us  in
a  l i t t l e .  Na than ie l  has  5  ch i ld ren  and  ano ther  c lose  a t  hand ,
4  boys  and  2  g i r l s .  I  w i l l  now c lose  as  i t  i s  bed  t ime.  Excuse
th is  as  i t  i s  wr i t ten  in  a  hur ry .  The  fami l y  jo ins  me in  much
love  to  you  a l  l .  f r / r i t e  as  soon  as  conven ien t  and  le t  me know
how a l l  a re  and  a re  ge t t ing  a long .  I s  Shee ts  l i v ing  ye t?  Na t
says  te l l  Henry  House  to  wr i te  h im and  a lso  te l l  Dan ie l  Shee ts
he  w i  1  I  wr i  te  h im soon .

May  the  g ive r  o f  a l l  good  g i f t s  gu ide ,  p ro tec t  and  f ina l l y  save
you  i s  my  Prayer .

Good n i  gh t  Dear  Bro ther

Mi  chae l  House

Mi  chae l  House

Br i  s toe  S ta t i  on

Pr  i  nce

b/a I es

Let  us  hear  f rom you soon.

I  fo rgo t  to  in fo rm you by  your  reques t  o f  my copper  mine .  I  have
no t  examined  ye t  bu t  I  be l ieve  there  i s  copper  and  judg ing  f rqn
the  p iece  I  found  i t  w i l l  be  va luab le .  The  man tha t  I  l eased
to  ra ther  took  the  advantage o f  me and be fore  I  acknowledged the
lease  I  reques ted  h im to  make  some a l te ra t ions  in  i t  and  he  d id
no t  seem w i l l i ng  and  he  gave  i t  up  and  a f te rwards  th rea tened  to
law me fo r  non-compl iance .  I  w i l l  g i ve  you  more  par t i cu la rs  in
my next as I  have not room now.

NOTE: The chl ld  c lose at  hand was Hat t le  (House)  Fnancls-bonn
February J, IB5B.
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Greenw ich  P r i nce  Wm.  Co .  Va .
Sep tember  l 5 t h  1875

Dear  Cous i  n

I  expec t  you  t h i nk  I  do  no t  i n t end  t o  comp ly  w i t h  my  p ropos i t i on .  I
acknow ledge  I  have  de layed  w r i t i ng  l onge r  t han  I  shou ld  have  done  bu t
w i sh ing  t o  send  you  one  o f  my  p i c t u res  I  wa i t ed  un t i l l  I  had  one  t aken .
I  wen t  t o  War ren ton  2  mon ths  ago  bu t  f a i l ed  as  t he  a r t i s t  had  gone
away ,  so  t hen  I  wen t  t o  A lexand r j a  and  succeeded  wh i ch  I  w i l l  send
you .  I t  wou ld  have  been  be t t e r  had  i t  been  a  shade  da rke r  t hough
eve rybody  says  j t  i s  a  good  p i c t u re .  I  am  so r r y  t o  say  I  f ea r  you
w i l l  no t  be  ab le  t o  ge t  Paps  and  Mo the rs  as  t hey  canno t  have  t hem
taken  no  nea re r  t han  War ren ton  and  t he  r i de  i s  t oo  g rea t  f o r  t hem bu t
i f  i t  i s  poss ib l e  I  w i l l  send  t hem to  you .  I  hope  you  w i l l  send  me
you rs  f o r  i t  i s  a  g rea t  p l easu re .  I  f ee l  g ra te fu l  f o r  Unc le  and  Aun ts .
We  have  had  a  good  co rn  season  bu t  whea t  and  oa t s  a  f a i l u re .  I  d i d
no t  mo re  t han  doub le  my  seed  o f  t he  two  l a t t e r ,  t he  hay  c rop  was
a1 l so  sho r t .  We  had  ra j n  nea r l y  t he  en t i r e  o f  Augus t .  I  neve r  saw
such  a  ra i ny  Augus t  and  t he  l as t  o f  i t  B road  Run  was  w i t h i n  a  f oo t  o f
be ing  as  h i gh  as  i t  was  i n  1829 ,  so  says  Pap  and  a  good  many  o the rs .
I  t  done  a  g rea t  dea  I  o f  damage .

Te l1  Unc le  John  Pap  says  i f  i t  was  no t  f o r  h i s  a f f I i c t i on  he  wou ld  be
a  man  ye t .  Tha t  he  can  mow g rass  ye t  ve ry  we l l  f o r  a  ha l f  day  a t  a
t ime  and  says  ' i  t  ag rees  w i t h  h im  be t t e r  t han  any  o the r  k i nd  o f  wo rk .
He  p loughed  co rn  2  days  t h i s  summer  bu t  I  can  see  t ha t  he  i s  ge t t i ng
qu i t e  f eeb le .  Mo the r  i s  a l l so  qu i t e  f eeb le  and  t h i s  su rmer  has  had
bad  hea l t h .  He r  eyes igh t  has  re tu rned .  She  can  see  t o  t h read  t he
f i nes t  need le  w i t hou t  spec t s ,  i n  f ac t  has  no  use  f o r  t hem.

Unc le  Hen ry  and  Samue l  Ha i s l i p  a re  qu i t e  we l1 .  Unc le  Sam i s  l i v i ng
w i t h  h i s  o l des t  son  Robe r t ,  who  j s  a  ca rpen te r  and  Unc le  Sam tends
the  f a rm .  Unc le  Hen ry  l i ves  ac ross  B road  Run  oppos i t e  Langhye r
uppe r  m i l l  i s  f a rm ing .  The  younges t  daugh te r  o f  Unc le  Sams  mar r i ed
one  o f  W i l l i am  Ha l l s  sons  and  he  i s  f a rm ing  f o r  Unc le  Hen ry .

Now one  wo rd  abou t  t he  Lad ies .  I  am  ve ry  much  ob l i ge ' t o  you  f o r  you r
o f f e r  bu t  I  canno t  ge t  my  consen t  t o  ma r r y  ye t  bu t  i f  I  shou ld  I
t h i nk  0 l d  V i r g i n i a  can  bea t  I nd iana  f o r  beau ty  and  manage rs .  I  t e l l
you  t he re  i s  t h ree  who  i s  my  nea r  ne ighbo rs  t ha t  a re  ha rd  t o  bea t  so
you  can  see  I  wou ld  no t  go  f a r .  I  mus t  now  c l ose  and  beg  you  t o
excuse  t h i s  f o r  I  w ro te  i t  i n  a  hu r r y .  We  a re  a l l  we l l  and  hope  t h i s
may  f i nd  you  a l I  we l l .  Wr i t e  as  soon  as  you  can  and  be  su re  t o  send
you r  p i c t u re .  A l l  o f  us  j o i n  i n  l ove  t o  you  a l l .

Your  s incere  cous in

NATHANIEL HOUSE
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My Dean Cousln

Oneenwloh O,ct , 26th 1BZB

I  fee l  ashamed
to  wn l te  to  you  a f ten  hav lng  t rea ted
you so mean by not  wr l t lng aooner
bu t  be t te r  now than  r r6v€ f  r
f  was  so r r y  t o  hoBr  o f  Unc les
Dea th  though  Ho  hsd  L l ved  to  a  good
old age and there ls  c)ne comfor t lng
thoughL that He ls fr,ono from a
t roub losome  wo r l d  bo  a  wo r . , .  o . .  o .
b l l s s  and  ou r  l 4 roab  dos i . . .  r . . . , .  o
b o  L o  m e g t  h l m  t h e r o o ! . . . . . . . . . . . .
L o r d  g l  v e  u g  g , r a c e  t o . . . . .  . . . .  o  .  . .  .
t h g  g a m e .  P a l l  t o o k  t h e . . . . . .  o . . .
n o w s  m r r c h  b e t L e r  L h a . n  e x l ) e c t e d
h o  s a l d  h o  w a s  e x p e e L l n g ,  t o  h e s r
o f  i t  a n d  h o  f o e l - s  s h u r e  l t  w 1 1 1
n o t  b e  l o n g  b e l o r e  h e  w l I l  f  o 1 l - o w .
L c s b  A p r l 1  t / o  L l r o u g h t  h e  w o u l d
d i e  a n d  s o  d i d  L h e  d o c . t o r s
b u t  t h o  L o r d  o r d e r e d  o L l r o r w i s e .
H e  g a v e  n e  d i r e e l i o n s  | r o w  h e
w i s h e d  t o  k r e  b u r i e d  O  t h e  s a d
though.  Br . r t  bhank  God he ls
now ab le  to  wa lk  aboub the  fa rm
a n d  h a s  b e e n  t o  s e e  n e  t w l c e
t f r l s  s u m m e r  a n d  s a y s  h o  f e e l - s
b o t L e r  t h a n  h e  h a s  | o r  )  o r  6  y e a r s .
H l s  u r l n e  s t , o p o d  o n  h i m  a n d
t h e r e  w a s  s u c h  a  s t , r , i  c b r : r e  t h a t
l t  w a s  w i t h  b h e  g r e ' r t o s t
. . . . . t y  f h o  D r .  c o u l - d  l n s e r t  a n
. . . . . . m e n b  a t  o n o  b i m e  h e  t h o u q h t
. . r w o u J d  h a v e  t o  g i v e  i t  u p
.  . . . . . . h I m  w h l  c h  o 1 '  c o l r r s e
. . . . . . g i v e  r o l j e f  I ' o r  a  w h j l - e
a n d . . . . . f  d  n o t  h a v e  l - i v e d
m o r e  L h a n  a  w e e k  a f  b e r w a r r i s  I
u r g e d  t , h e  D r .  L o  p e r s e v e r e  w i t h
the  insLrument ;  and he  d ld  t lme
a n d  a g a i n  a n d  s u c c e o d e d  a t
L a s t  a n r i  t h e r e  w a s  f u l - l v  o n e  g a l l o n
taken f rom h im t ,h ls  had to  i re  done
by the  Dr .  fo r  5  o r  6  days  and a f te r
tha t  I  cou ld  inser t  the  ins t rument
and now Pap has  Lo  have one
and can uso l t  h imse] f  wh ich  he

has to  do about  twlce Ln 24 hours
he  uses  L t  go  f an  w l t h . .  r . . . . . . .
causes no paln the Drg.  say i f  he
had  a t tended  to  th l s  d l f f t cu l t y  5  o r
yea rs  ago  i t  wouLd  have  been . . . . o . .
be t t e r  f o r  h im .  They  a l so  s&$oooo r
B ladde r  1s  pa ra l y2ed .o . . . . . . . . . o . . . .
C a n  n e v e r  U r l n a t O  8 r . . . .
t o  u s e  a n  i n s t r u r l g n t r  r .  o
I l v g s .  M o b h g r . . . o . . . . . .
s t l l - l  ab le  to  a t tend  t
a f fa l r s .  She  spen t  t he .
t h l s  week .  f  have  been .
con f i ned  th l s  week  w i th
my le f t  knee rheumat ism
I  can r io t .  .  .  .  .wh ich  bu t .  .

a  a  a  o  a  a  a  a  a a t

a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a f

g . r . . . . . . i l l

a n d  c o l d .
. . . o . . t h a n k

f u1  i t  i s  ge t t i ng  be t t e r .  My
ch i l d ren  a re  a l l  we l - I .  I  expec t
my o ldest  Son Henry wi l - l -  get
mar r i ed  l n  December  he  i s  now
l i v i ng  w ibh  Pap  and  w i l - l  i f  he
gets marr ied one of  my daughters
a l1so  l i ve  w i th  Mo the r  t he  res t
are wi th  me except  Danio l  the
next  o l -dest  Boy he is  t ry ing specula
t i on  i n  t he  way  o f  ca t t l e  and  sheep
.  o . . .  ' .  r . . . .  o . .  o  r  o  o I  m u s t  t e } 1  y o u
. .  o . . . .  . . . . . . .  o . . . t a k e n  a n o t h e r  c o n p
an ion  s ince  I  wro te  to  you have
o o .  r  r r r la r r ied  2  years  the  2L ;  o f  th is
r . . . . a n d  h a v e  a n  i n t e r r e s t i n g  l i t t l e
. . . . . . . . . . . . . o l d .  W e  h a v g  n a m e d
. . . . . . . . . . . . t h a n .  I  m a r r i e d  a  m i s s
o .  .  . . . . . . .  . . 5  y e . . . o l d  w h e n  w e
. .  o . . .  r  r  o .  o . I l l O  i s  C a t h a f i n e
. .  o  o . . . . .  o . . . . m a k e s  m e  a  g o o d  W i f e
. . . . .  .  . .  . .  .  r  .  o W O F k  a n d  m a n a g e

;il: : :. : : : : : :;1";;";"l"Hll fi:;:'*
f u l l y . .  .  .  .  . . h o p e  y o u  a }  . . . h a . .  r g o t
w e l . . . r t d  a n e  d o i n . . . . . . . . , . . w r i t e  s o o n
a n d  t e l l  m e  o f  8 o . .  r  o . . F € l & t i o n s
e s p e c l a l l y  J o h n  B 1 o s s . . . .  o .  o  r . l f s
J o i n  i n  l o v e  t o  y o u  a l l .  W r i t e  s o o n
and I  w i l l  ans$rer  immedle te ly .

a  a  o  t  o  o  o  a  a  a a

t  a  a  a  a  a .  o  t  a a

a  a  a  l  a  a  a  a  a  a  a a

,  
Youn devoted Cousin

NATHANIEL HOUSE

NOTE:  Henry  l v l i chae l  House  was  mar r i ed  Dec .  19 ,  lB7B .
John Nathan House was born Ju ly  l I ,  t877.
Na than lo l f s  second  w i fe  was  Ca tha r ine  B .  Re id .
Paps  (M lchae l )  a lea  Ju ty  2 ,  lUB l+ .
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october  30,  1874

Dear  Father  E  Mother  House

I  have  p ron ised  myse l f  and  you ,  fo r  a  long  t ime to  wr i te
your  bu t  have never  found t ime t i  1  I  now,  and wou ld  no t  have
i t  now i f  I  d id  no t  d rop  every th ing  e lse  and  take  i t .  I
am reminded  th is  morn ing  by  the  f i r s t  d rops  o f  snow tha t
a lmos t  ano ther ,  i s  added  to  the  years  o f  your  l i ves -no t
long  t i  I  I  ano ther  ' rb i  r thday t t .  We a re  in  our  usua l  hea l  th ,
though  Cansada ,  and  Mary  a re  jus t  over  an  a t tack  o f  d ip ther ia .
Sarah  fee ls  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  pa in -bu t  we ighs  l5O.  I  do  no t
th i  nk  she  ever  w i  I  I  fee l  qu i  te  we l  I  .  The  ch i  I  d ren  a re - f i  ve
o f  them- in  schoo l ,  and  the  th ree  younger  a t  home.  The  surmer
was  excess ive ly  d ry ,  and  the  corn  c rop  a lmos t  fa i l ed ,  gd rdens
fa i  1ed ,  f ru i t ,  po ta toes ,  e tc ,  a re  scarce  fo r  the  same reasons :
though  there  i s  a  su f f i c iency  to  supp ly  home demand,  the
pr i ce  i s  h igh ,  and  money  c lose ,  wh ich  w i l l  make  i t  ha rd  on
the  poor .

Bu t  no t  w i ths tand ing  these  th ihgS,  t rade  i s  b r i sk ,  and  men
of  means  a re  ge t t ing  r i ch .  f f  I  had  possessed  S5OO las t
sp r ing  I  cou ld  have  made 51000  ou t  o f  i t  t h i s  su ; rmer  and  no t
spen t  th ree  days  in  do ing  so .

I  have  jus t  tu rned  in to  my  fo r ty  th i rd  year ,  bu t  I  can  hard ly
rea l i ze  i t ,  excep t  fo r  the  ca re ,  and  anx ie ty  on  my mind .  I
fee l  as  young  as  a t  twen ty  f i ve ,  d rn  heav ie r  than  ever  be fo re
a t  th i s  t ime  in  the  year .

How Much  I  w ish  you  cou ld  v i s i t  us .  I  suppose  you  have  moved
be fo re  th i s  t ime ;  we l l  be  i t  so .  I  cou ld  have  w ished  you  in
town on  accoun t  o f  church  p r i v i l eges ,  e tc .  bu t  i f  you  a re
bes t  sa t i s f ied  where  you  a re ,  I  sha l l  no t  comp la in .

OFFI  CE
Pas to r  M.

S igon ie r  Nob le

I f  I  had known before  i  t
excuse  . to  run  down dur ing
round  t r ip  fo r  56 .50 .  We
even  a lone .

OF Y .  B .  MEREDITH
E.  Church ,  Nor th  Ind iana  Confe rence

was  too  la te ,  I  wou ld  have  made an
the  Expos i  t i  on  a t  Ind i  anapo l  i  s ,  a
cannot al  I  corTre,  and I  cannot now-

)u

r oon

)n

I
a

Give  our  love  to  a l l  ou r  f r i ends ,  when  you  meet  w i th  them.
I f  you  a re  spared ,  and  we a re ,  we  hope  to  meet  aga in  th i s
s ide  o f  the ' r r i ve r " ;  i f  no t r r rover  the re" .  Ah ,  th i s  hope  i s
every th ing  to  us  who  a re  soon  to  pass  away .  I  am work ing
harder  than  ever  be fo re  in  my  l i f e ,  and  th is  i s  say ing  a  g rea t
dea l ,  fo r  I  have  a lways  worked  hard .

Y .  B .  Mered i  th
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we l l ,  Fa th r : r  and  MoLhc r  Housc  how  do  you  do ,  qu i  t e  f eeb le ,  I  expec t .
wc  have  b r : r : n  t h i nk i ng  and  t a l k i ng  abou t  you  l a te l y  a l  lmos t  eve ry
doy  .  Th i  : ;  r no rn i  nq  wc  qo t  ou  t  you r  p i  c t u res  and  I  oocked  a t  you  i  t
: ; r : emed  a : ,  i  f  I  cou ld  a l lmo : ; L  La l k  w i  t h  you  so  nache ra l  d i d  you  l oock .
My  m in rJ  r t r n  back  3O  to  36  yca rs  how  o f t en  we  me t  i n  chu rch  and  a round
Lhc  f l a rn i  l y  a l  l Le : r ,  wha t  changcs  has  t aken  p l ace .  So rne  t ha t  me t  w i  t n
t l : ;  Lhon  have  pa : , ed  away  and  a re  now  whe re  s i ckne f s  so r row  and  dea th
a rc  no  morc .  Somc  o f  us  s t i l l  r emane  he re  on  ea r t h  t o  m ing le  w i t h
Lhc  j r >y : ;  and  : ; ( ) r r ow l j  c t f  ca r  t h .  I  hope  we  may  a l  I  mee t  i n  Heaven .
we  a rc  a l l  wc l l ,  hopc  t hcsc  f ew  l i nes  may  f i nd  you  t he  same .  we
have  r l u i  Le  a  w . r rm  w in t c r ,  p l cn t y  o f  mud  and  bad  roads .  I  suppose
y ( ) t r  have  hca rd  Lha t  Lo t t i c  ou r  l as t  daugh te r  i  s  ma r r i ed .  She  was
mar r i cd  i n  0cL .  t o  R .  J .  Knox .  She  i s  t each ing  schoo l  he  i s  go ing
to  c rop  w i  t h  h i  : ;  Fa  t hc r  t h i  s  yca r ,  ge t s  one  t h i  r d  o f  a  I  I  t hey  ra i  se
ca l t l o  and  hoqs  and  wha t  i s  on  hand  t hey  have  a  l a rge  l o t  o f  good
hoqs  25  o r  JO  hcad  o f  ca t t l e  15  o r  20  hund red  bush  o f  co rn ,  ge t s
one  t  h i  r d  o [  t ha  t .

O t t r  f am i  l y  i s  qu i t e  sma l l  t h i s  w in te r ,  on l y  Cha r l i e ,  Mo the r  and  my -
s ;e l [ .  cha r l i c  qocs  t o  schoo l  .  Say lo r  and  John  a re  ou t  se l i ng
sew inc l  mach ines .  wm.  and  Ka te  a re  run ing  t he  Ga lo r y .  T imes  has
bccn  a  l i t t l c  du l  i n  t hc r  l i ne  t h i s  w in te r .  we l l  I  suppose  you
wou ld  l i k c  Lo  know  how  I  am ge t i ng  a l ong .  We  a re  ou t  o f  dep t  on l y
wha t  I  owc  you .  Havc  so r re  money  l e f t ,  ehough  t o  r un  us  t h rough  t h i s
summer  w i t hou t  go inq  i n  dep t ,  i f  we  have  no  bad  l uck .  I  have  25
head  o f  good  hogs ,  Say lo r  has  16 ,  I  have  s i x  m i l k  cows  B  head  o f
s t ce rs  and  hc i f c r s ,  3  head  o f  ho rses  a1 l  t he  s tock  I  have .  John
House  and  f am i l y  a r c  a l l  wc l l  and  do ing  we l l .

we l l  I  mus t  c l osc  as  d i ne r  w i l l  soon  be  readdy .  I  w i sh  you  cou ld
ea t  d i nnc r  w i t h  us  once  moo re .  we  have  t he  smoke  house  hang ing
fu l l  oF  po rk  and  bee t .  No  one  t o  he lp  us  ea t  i t .  Mo the r  sends  he r
l ove  t o  you  a l l .  No  more .  w r i t e  Dav id  Shana fe l t  and  f am i l y  t o
Fa the r  and  Mo the r  House ,  we l l  Hen ry  and  f am i l y ,  how  do  you  a l l  do ,
I  expec t  you  a re  makc ing  suga r .  we  have  good  suga r  wea the r  he re
i f  we  had  t he  t r ees .

Love

D.S.  (Dav id  Shana fe l t )
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OFFICE OF Y.  B .  MEREDITH

Pas to r  M.E .  Church ,  Nor th  Ind iana  Confe rence

May 2 ,  1816

L igon ie r ,  Nob le  Coun ty

Dear  Fa ther  and  Mother

We rece ived  a  le t te r  yes te rday  f ro rn  C la rence  and  Ida  to  Bascorn  and
Ade l le  in  wh ich  l ! " v  say  y9u  a re  borh  qu i te  feeb le .  we  a re  ve ry
sor ry  to  lea rn  th i s ,  though  g lad  to  know tha t  the  Dr .  th inks  yo ;
w i l l  ge t  be t te r  now.  we  d id  no t  fo rge t  you ,  nor  fa i l  t o  fee l
anx ious  abou t  You ,  and  a lways  to ld  the  f r iends  when they  wro te  to
le t  us  know how you  were .  Somet imes  they  d id  g ive  us  so rne  par . t i c -
u la rs ,  and  sorne t imes  on ly  ment ioned  the  mat te r  in  a  genera l  way .
The  reason  I  have  no t  persona l l y  wr i t ten  more  f reque i t l y ,  i s  t f ra t
the  ch i ld ren  have  been  wr i t i ng  and  we have  been  hear ing ' i rom you
in  tha t  way .

Th is  leaves  us  in  usua l  hea l th :  i n  fac t  the  genera l  hea l th  i s
mos t  exce l len t .  We have  made a  l i t t l e  garde iT iT - i -o th ing  i s  th rough
the  g round  ye . t . ;  some a re  jus t  now ge t t ing  the i r  ga rdens  ieady  fo r
p lan t ing -  Sabba th  n igh t ,  i ce  f roze  3 /B  o f  an  inc t r  rh i ck .  fhe  peach
t rees  were  jus t  coming  ou t  in  b loom bu t  I  do  no t  th ink  they  a re
hur t ,  and  no  o ther  f ru i t  i s  i n  b loom ye t .  The  woods  here  jus t  beg in
to  show a  l i t t l e  g reen ;  whea t  looks  ve ry  f i ne  and  every th ing  b ids
f3 i r  fo r_a  good  c rop  year .  Bascom has  h i red  to  an  egg  and  Su t te r
sh ipper  fo r  s i x  months  a t  Sz5 .oo  per  month ,  he  board i ' a t  ho rne .
Th is  i s  be t te r ,  w€  th ink  than  be ing  away  among s t rangers .  Ade l le
i s  jus t  ou t  o f  schoo l ,  and  w i l l  s t i y  a t  home i r r i s  ru imer .  Cansada ,
Mary  and  Ma lcom w i l l  go  to  schoo l  fo r  two  months .  Ida  p ro rn ised
to  wr i te  aga in  ve ry  soon ,  and  we hope  to  lea rn  then  tha t  you  have
recovered .  I f  you  shou ld  ge t  worse  we sha l l  wan t  to  know i t  a t
once .  We know you  mus t  fee l  more  in te res ted  in  tha t  w t r i ch  l i es  on
the  o ther  s ide  o f  the  r i ve r ,  than  in  any th ing  ear th ly ,  and  we fee l
su re  you  a re  sweet l y  sus ta ined  by  g race  wh i  le  you ,  t i ke  l , k rses  looks
over  in to  the  p ro rn ised  land .  Our  B lessed  Fa ther  t . , " ,  sa id ,  , r I  w i  I  I
never  leave  thee  nor  fo rsake  them. ' r  May  you  res t  i n  H im to  the
end !  Our  love  to  a l l .

Y .  B .  MEREDITH E FAMILY
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August  17,  1876

Dear  Bro ther ,  S is ter  and Father ,

I  rece ived  your  le t te r  and  mus t
g r ie f  to  hear  o f  Mother ' s  dea th .
i t  i s  ha rd  fo r  me to  th ink  tha t
more  on  ear th .  Bu t  I  fee l  tha t
meet  in  heaven.  I  wou ld  say  to
mourn  h is  loss ,  bu t  hope  he  w i l l

say  i t  g i ves  me g rea t
I t  be ing  so  sudden  tha t

I  wi  I  I  never see her any
i f  we  do  our  du ty  we  w i i l
Fa ther  tha t  we  a l l  deep ly
bear  up  b rave l  y .

I  th ink  o f ten  o f  home and wou ld  have l i ked  to  have been
wi th  you  a f l .  I  wou ld  f i ke  fo r  you  to  wr i te  o f ten  and
le t  us  know how you  a re  a l  I  ge t t i ng  a long .  we  a re  a l  I
we l  I  a t  p resen t .

Frqn  your  a f fec t ionate  bro ther ,

John B. House
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oFFICE 0F Y.  B.  MEREDITH,
Pastor  M.E.  Church Nor th  Ind iana Conference

La Grange,  Ind iana
May 6 ,  1877

Dear  Father

I t  seerns  l i ke  a  long  t ime s ince  we wro te  you  and  so  i t  i s ,  bu t  you
know how such  th ings  a re  su f fe red  to  pa fs  a long .  Wh i le  Bascom was
there  we heard  f rom you th rough h im but  s i  nce  he  came horne we hear
no th ing  f rom Mooresv i l l e .  I  ough t  to  have  wr i t ten  you  ear l i e r  bu t
fo r  the  fac t  tha t  th i s  was  mov ing  year  fo r  us ;  we  have  jus t  go t
moved  and  the  ins ide  o f  the  house  f i xed  up ,  a  co rn fo r tab le  house ;
there  a re  in  the  upper  par t ,  pa r lo r ,  &  par lo r  bedroom,  s i t t i ng  room
and th ree  bedroorns  . . . . .  to  i t .  Be low,  i s  a  k i t chen ,  d in ing  roo tT l ,
pan t ry ,  wash-FoorTr ,  w i th  c i s te rn  in  i t ,  and  ce l  l a r ,  a l  l  on  the  same
leve l  and  a l l  qu i te  roomy.  The  lower  par t  i s  a  basement ,  no t  i n ,
bu t  beh ind  the  bank .  We have  f ine  shade  in  the  ya rd ;  the  Parsonage
s tands  in  the  same yard  w i th  the  church .  There  a re  17O fu l l  members ,
and  58  p roba t ioners  in  the  charge ,  some four  o r  f i ve  fami l i es  l i ve
in  the  coun t ry ,  the  o thers  in  town.  I  th ink  i t  w i l l  p rove  to  be  a
good charge.  As  you know i  t  i  s  the  Co.  seat  o f  th i  s  Co.  We are
w i th in  7  m i les  o f  the  M ich igan  l i ne ,  so  you  see  we canno t  ge t  much
fa r ther  r rNor th ' r .  I  am very  thank fu l  tha t  Bp  Wi  ley  d id  no t  make  me
P.E.  I  need  to  be  w i th  these  boys ,  bes ide  i t  i s  no  l i f t  t o  a  man
to  be  made P .E .  these  days .  Bascorn  has  no t  been  up  s ince  we came,
th is  i s  no t  in  the  rou te  he  d r i ves ,  bu t  they  a re  go ing  to  send  h im
here  occas iona l l y ,  so  we  hope  to  see  h im once  in  a  wh i le .  We expec t
h im to  s tay  w i th  us  and  go  to  schoo l  th i s  co rn ing  w in te r .  We have
a  f ine  schoo l  bu i ld ing  here ,  cos t  S32 ,000 .  w i l l  be  f i n i shed  (ma in
bu i ld ing )  th i s  . . . . . .  I  w ish ,  we  a l l  do ,  tha t  you  cou ld  come o . . . .
. . . .  summer  w i th  USr  bu t  I  suppose  you  fee l  too  feeb le  fo r  such  a
t r ip .  The  p rospec t  fo r  a  whea t  c rop  i s  sa id  to  be  the  bes t  ever
known in  th i s  coun t ry ;  the re  i s  a  f i ne  p rospec t  fo r  f ru i t  excep t
app les - -o f  these  we canno t  te l l  f o r  they  a re  jus t  beg inn ing  to  lea f
ou t .  Some say  there  w i l l  be  a  l i gh t  app le  c rop  th is  year  because
there  was  such  a  la rge  c rop  las t  year .  One  man near  here  bas  h is
c rop  o f  co rn  p lan ted ,  and  many  o thers  w i l l  p lan t  th i s  co rn ing  week .
I  wou ld  ra ther  wa i t  un t i l  t he  g round  ge ts  warm.  NowI  hard ly  th ink
o f  any  o ther  genera l  fac t  wh ich  wou ld  in te res t  you .  Probab ly  you
wi l l  f ee l  an  in te res t  i n  knowing  where  we a re  f i nanc ia l l y .  We have
l i ved  th rough  the  d read fu l  c r i s i s  so  fa r .  Some t imes  i t  has  been
very  c lose  work ,  and  looked  l i ke  mak ing  a  good  dea l  o f  sac r i f i ce
fo r  the  p r i v i l ege  o f  p reach ing  the  gospe l ,  bu t  i t  i s  a l l  r i gh t .  I
have  served  the  church  as  fa i th fu l l y  as  I  knew how,  fo r  s i x teen  and
a  ha l f  years ,  have  no t  been  ab le  to  lay  up  a  do l  l a r ,  bu t  the  , rLo rd
w i  l  l  p rov ide" .
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We ta lk  o f  you  o f ten  and  I  was  th ink ing  ton igh t  how lone ly  you
must  fee l  a f te r  so  many  years  toge ther  w i th  our  dear  Mother ,  now
tha t  she  i s  gone :  bu t  i t  i s  on ly  a  l i t t l e  wh i le ,  the  boundary  l i ne
be tween the  two  wor lds  i s  nar row.  How s t range  i t  seerns  tha t  k in -
d red  can  be  so  soon  weaned f rom each  o ther !  Our  f r i ends  there
very  se ldorn  wro te  us .  And  d id  no t  the  Lord  ra ise  up  f r iends  fo r
us  where  we a re ,  we  shou ld  be  indeed  a lone  in  the  wor ld .  May  the
b le fsed  Lord  sus ta in  you  in  your  dec l ine ,  and  i f  we  meet  no-more
here ,  w i l l  hope to  meet  in  the  " ryg l lg . " .  I  go t  some p ic tu res
a  few days  ago  and  enc lose  one  fo r  you .  G ive  our  love  to  a l l  who
wi l  I  apprec ia te  i  t .  Sarah  i s  gone  to  bed ,  bu t  to ld  me to  ETt
your  she  w i l l  ge t  he r  p ic tu re  and  send  i t  as  soon  as  may  be .  I f
we  cou ld ,  we  wou ld  be  so  g lad  to  hear  f ro rn  you  o f ten .  I  mus t
c lose  now fo r  i t  i s  ten  o rc lock  and  I  mus t  p reach  tw ice ,  o t tend
c la fs ,  and  teach  a  B ib le -c la fs  to rnor row.

Your  a f fec t iona te  ch i  l d ren

Y.B .  A  S .E .  Mered i th

Add i t ion  wr i t ten  on  top  o f  l e t te r :

We a re  lB  m i les  f rom where  we were  las t ,  i n  a  Nor th  Eas t  d i rec t ion .
I f  you  fee l  l i ke  you  can  endure  the  t r ip ,  and  I  can  ra ise  means
I  w i  1 l  corne  a f  te r  you .  Le t  me know.

2
6,

r
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0f f i ce  o f  WM,  BEATTY,  Pho tographer

S i  gourney ,  Iowa
January  1880

Mr .  Henry  House

Oear  Unc le ,

I  have  o f ten  though t  o f  wr i t i ng  you  bu t  have  neg lec ted  i t  ' t i 1
now.  The fac t  i  s  I  am kept  very  busy  w i  th  fami  I  y  cares  and
he lp ing  my husband  in  h is  o f f i ce .  I  have  o f ten  though t  o f
v i s i t i ng  you  a t  some fu tu re  t ime  bu t  so  many  o f  those  I  l oved
have c rossed r rover  the  h i  ther  s i  de ' r  tha  t  i  t  seems now i  t
wou ld  hard ly  be  a  sa t i s fac t ion  to  me.  Dear  o ld  Grand fa ther
and  Mother ,  Aun t  Ka te ,  Henr ie t ta ,  John  C la rence  and  Ida  Beeson
and  your  own Char lo t te ,  namesake  o f  my  own dear  sa in ted  mother
and  s is te r  Amanda.  What  a  good ly  co rnpany  have  ga thered  over
the  r i ve r  to  we lcome us  in  the  sweet  bye  and  bye .

There  was  in  Grandmother rs  possess ion  a  p ic tu re  o f  my  Mother
taken  jus t  be fo re  I  wen t  to  Ind .  to  schoo l .  I t  i s  i n  a  case ,
fa ther  onone  s ide ,  and  Mother  on  the  o ther .  I f  you  have  i t
o r  can  ge t  t rack  o f  i t ,  p lease  send  i t  to  me.  We want  a  copy .
I  w i l l  re tu rn  the  o r ig ina l  o r  a  pho tograph  o f  i t .  Have  the
case  care fu l l y  sea led ,  now p lease  a t tend  to  th i s ,  you  w i l l
con fe r  a  ve ry  g rea t  favor  on  us  a l  I  by  so  do ing .  Where  a re
Unc le  Mered i th ' s  now? I f  the re  i s  a  p ic tu re  o f  s i s te r  Amanda
deceased ,  taken  in  a  case  when she  was  a  l i t t l e  g i r l ,  send
tha t  too .  I  w i l l  amp ly  reward  you  fo r  your  t roub le .

Very  t ru l y ,  e tc .

Ka te  Bea t ty .

Say lo r  Shana fe l t ' s  l e t te r  a t tached .
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Op ian  We l l s  Co .  I nd .
Feb '  16 ,  I  BBO

Henry  Housc

Dea r  B ro r  .

You rs  o f  t he  l l t h  was  rece i ved  t oday .  You  w i l l  f i nd  t he  rece ip t
enc loscd  as  pc r  r cques t .  I f  I  had  been  my  own  man ,  w i t h  as  much
t ime  a t  my  d i sposa l  as  I  cou ld  have  des i r ed ,  I  shou ld  have  w r i t t en
many  l e t t c r s  t h i s  yea r ,  bu t  I  have  been  on  t he  w ing  abou t  a l l  t he
t ime  and  havc  had  t o  depend  on  t he  g i r l s  t o  keep  up  t he  f am i l y
co r respondencc ;  t hey  we re  neg lec t f u l  and  so  ma t te r s  have  gone .
Bascom wro t c  u : i  oncc  t ha t  Cha r  I  o t t e  had  consump t i  on ,  and  t he  f  i  r s t
we  knew  o f '  he r  dca th  was  t h rough  t he  Advoca te .  We  have  spen t  a
ve ry  p l casan t  yca r  hc re  i n  mos t  r espec t s .  The re  has  howeve r ,  been
such  mud  as  I  nevc r  saw  be fo re .  T rue  I  have  seen  spo t s  whe re  i t
was  as  dccp ,  bu t  hc re  i t  has  been  one  pe rpe tua l  mud  ho le  whe reve r
you  cou ld  qo .  A1 l  t r ave l  s t opped ,  excep t  on  f oo t r  o r  by  ra i  1 road .
We  havc  had  no  snow  to  amoun t  t o  any th i ng  un t i l  l a s t  F r i day  n i gh t - -
i t  snowed  abou t  s i x  i nches  deep  bu t  i t  i s  nea r l y  gone  now ,  and  we
a rc  i n  t hc  mud  aga in .  My  wo rk  has  been  a  ve ry  ha rd  one  t h i s  yea r ,
bu t  I  have  s tood  up  unde r  i t  r emarkab l y  we l1 .  We  have  had  a  l i t t l e
f r i c t i on  l a t c l y  a t  t h i s  p l ace - -had  t o  t r y  a  no to r i ous  case  wh i ch
has  annoyed  rhe  chu rch  f o r  t en  yea rs - - some  have  t aken  s i des  and
i t  may  cu t  my  f eed  sho r t - - canno t  t e l 1  ye t .  0u r  cong rega t i ons  have
been  ve ry  

' l a rge  
and  i  nLe res t  exce l  1en t .  My  P .E .  says  he  w i  I  1  no t

su f f e r  me  t o  r ema in  ano the r  yea r - - t he  who le  Con f r  was  i nd ignan t
a t  my  appo in tmen t  he re ,  e t c .  I  shou ld  no t  be  su rp r i sed  t o  be
sen t  back  t o  t he  sou th  s i de  o f  t he  Con f r  t h i s  sp r i ng ,  bu t  canno t
t e l  I  ye t .  We  have  kep t  ou r  hea l t h  r e rT ra rkab l y  we l  1  f o r  so  open  a
w in te r .  Mo re  and  more  I  r ea l i ze  t he  u t t e r  van i t y  o f  human  hopes ,
as  I  see  how  ou r  f r i ends  a re  f ad ing  away ,  and  more  and  more  va lue
the  undy ing  hopes  o f  r e l i g i on .  Bascon r  i s  i n  Co lo rado  bu t  we  do
no t  know  whe the r  he  has  gone  i n to  bus ine f s  ye t ,  a re  l ook ing  f o r
a  l e t t e r  eve ry  day .  As  o f t en  as  you  f ee l  l i ke  w r i t i ng  I  w i l l
answer .

Love  to  a l  1

Y .  B .  MEREDITH



Addnessed to John House,  Haml l ton County Septemben 12th

Mr. John House
Dear Cousin I am happy to acknowledge the recelpt of your klnd
]et ter  necelved so long s lnce that  I  am a lmost  ashamed to at tempt
to answer l t .  When your letten came to hand I was attendlng sohool
at SLgourney. I am now teachlng ln Baden I have a verry ful l  school
and there are more entening every day. f expect I w111 have to em-
ploy an ass ls tant  th is  winter .  Last  surunen when I  a t tended school
I  commenced my col leg iate courso;  my teachor  Prof fosson _ uas v€ry
sorny to  hai re me 1eave school ;  as he sa ld I  progressod very napld ly .
In  s i -x  weeks I  was able to  read and wr l te  german;  la t ln  is  not  so
di f f icu l t  as german yet  I  d id  not  progross so rapld ly .  I  eot  as far
as equat ions in  Algebra.  But  my purse was not  heavy enough to at tend
hlgh school veny long; I went t111 money was al l i  expended and then
I cormnenced teaching. Cousin J you would come to Iowa and beach
gchool  th ls  winter .  Thene ls  a teacher  wanted ln  bhe d ls t r lc t  ad-
jo in ing mine and I  am sure i t  would be p leasant  to  have you so near
It19 .

I t  is  ra in ing today and very co ld for  the t imo of  year .  Wo r rave not
had  much  f ros t  t h i s  f a l l  bu t  a  ve ry  fa i r  p rospec t  i f  i t  con t l nues
so co l -d. .  John I  have a great  mind to  s to1. r  wr l l lng for  th ls  Let ter
is  as long- i f  not ,  longen- than the Last  one you senb no,  Perhaps you
th ink  I  wou ld  be tLe r  s top -We l l -  I  wonr t  do  l t  I ' o r  sp l t e  1 f  you  w111
not  wr i te  long Let ters  I  w1]11 You inqul rod what  I  had dono wl th
my Bapt is t  preacher- I  havernt  done anyth lng wi th  h lm yet-and I  do not
th ink  I  even  w i l l - so  you  mus t  no t  bo  boasL ing  o f  you r  m ln l s te r  cous ln .
I  havelnt  got  any beau at  present- indeed not  a  very fa l r  prospect  fon
any goono

As  I  d id  no t  f i n i sh  my  le t ten  Tuesday  I  w i l l -  t r y  t o  f i n i sh  l t  t oday .
I t  has cLeared up and became warm wi thout  f rost .  I  havo nr :b  s€en oun
folks fon some time, perhaps I wil l  go home tonerrow John I tr led to
wni te  tommorrow in  the l ine above th is  I  donf t  know whether  you can
read l t  or  not .  I  imagine I  hear  you say-what  a Lebter  Lo be wr i t t ,en
by a school teachor and one who is studylng bhe classics. What fnom
wri t ing eomposi t i -on,  and punctuat i -on.  Wel l -  donr t  t re  to  r lg td ln  your
cr l t ic isms for  th is  hras wr i t ten in  haste and hence,  bho sentences are
broken and l l ly  arnanged;  typographlca l  er rors  aro a natura l  conse-
quence.  Hence,  excuse.  Wr i te  soon l f  you deem th ls  wor thy a rep ly .

Adieu
KATE

PS: Please g ive love and good wishes to  a l l  and accept  my f lnen ne-
gards for  yoursel f .  Do not  wai t  so long before you arrswer th is ,  for
I am anxious to hear from you. Remernben me as your affectlonate
Cousin.

KATh] SHANAFI]LT
Address as usual Slgourney, Iowa
I have taken this quotation from your last letter and from the lang-
uage it  seems that you $rene glad to acknowledge the kind recelpt, but
ashamed to answer,  the same express ion may be appl led in  my behal f
as i t  was the 19th day of  Oct .  that  I  recelved youn le t ter ,  i t  was
da ted  Sep t .  12 th .



Camp o f  the  lO ls t  Reg t .
Near  A t lan ta
Augus t  l4 th/64

Dear  Bro ther ,

As . I  have  jus t  pa r taken  o f  a  hear ty  b reak fas t  o f  government  ra t ions
and  fee l  p re r ty  we l l  i n  my  sphere  th i s  f i ne  sabba th  morn ing ,  I
though t  tha r  I  m igh t  in re res t  you  by  tak ing  up  my pen  and  i i i t t i ng
a  few l i ncs  fo r  you  to  read .  I  rece ived  your  k i ;d ' l e t te r  da ted
Augus t  5 th  and  was  t ru ly  p leased  in  read ing  i t s  con ten ts .  As  a
mat tc r  o f  fac ts  I  shou ld  be  much  more  g ra t i r i eo  to  be  w i th  you
gnd  to  hea l  you  ta lk ,  and  to  ta l k  w i th  you ,  than  to  read  your
le t t c rs  under  the  p resen t  c i r cumstances .  a l though  the  la i te r  i s
very  agrecab le ,  the  fo rmer  wou ld  be  to  me more  so .  we have had
no  f igh t ing  in  our  f ron t  fo r  the  las t  two  days ,  the re  be ing  an
agreement  madc be tween our  men and the  rebe ls  no t  to  f i r "  j t  each
o ther r  u t r less  one  o r  the  o ther  advances  w i th  a rms.  our  l i ne  o f
works  are  w i th in  two hundred yards  o f  the  rebs .  we ge t  up  on  our
b reas tworks  and  ta lk  ac ross  to  each  o ther ,  and  occas iona t ty  so rne
one  ge ts  an  agrecment  made w i th  the  Johnn ies  (as  we  ca l l  them
they  ca l l  us  B i l l y )  to  meet  ha l f  way  to  t rack  such  no t ions  as
may  be  agrecd  upon .  The  rebe l  reg iment  tha t  l ays  in  our  immed ia te
f ron t  i s  the  l s t  Ken tucky .  They  i re  as  saucy  as  Ken tucky  peop le
genera l l y  ge ts  I  recon .  Bu t  they  don t  make  much  o f f  o f  i t r f  U ic t
woods  Hos ie rs  such  as  co rnpose  the  lO ls t .

we  had  two  men k i l l ed  in  our  co .  s ince  the  4 th  o f  th i s  month  a
f igh t ing  fo r  the  pos i t i on  we  now occupy .  D ixon  Shee ts ,  J .  Jo land ,
Seaborn  whee le r ,  char les  caco ,  James  Har r i s ,  John  Ho l l i ngswor th ,
John  Mi l l e r  a re  w i th  the  co .  and  a re  en joy ing  good  hea l t6 .  I
dont  know whether  you knew the  las t  th ree  names or  no t ,  i f  you
dont  George does .  There  is  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  ta lk  and rumor  among
the  Ind iana  t roops  abou t  ge t t ing  to  go  honre  to  vo te  th i s  fa l l .
They  seem to  th ink  tha t  i f  they  a re  no t  a l lowed to  go  home to
vo te  tha t  they  w i l l  no t  be  en t i t l ed  to  a  vo te  a t  a l l .  I  don t
know how the  so ld ie rs  a re  fu r the r  nor th  bu t  you  ask  a  so ld ie r  here
a t  the  f ron t  who  he  th inks  w i l l  be  the  nex t  p res iden t ,  he  w i l l
t e l1  you  tha t  i f  R ichmond and  A t lan ta  a re  taken  be fo r i  the  e lec t ion
tha t  L inco ln  w i l l  be  e lec ted .  You  ask  a  so ld ie r  here  in  the  f i e ld
who he  w i l I  suppor t  i f  a l l owed the  p r i v i l €9e ,  h is  inmed ia te  rep ly
i s  I  w i  I  I  vo te  fo r  L inco ln  and  Johnson .  Hur rah !  L inco ln ,  Jc ihnson .

I  be l ieve  tha t  I  sha l l  c lose  fo r  th i s  t ime  hop ing  to  hear  f r cn  you
soon.

Yours  t ru l  y ,

Frorn John R. House

To Newton H. House

Tad House  has  the  o r ig ina l  l e t te r .



Savanah,  Geo.
Oec.  the  26 th /64
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Dear  S i  s te r ,  -

I  rece ived  your  le t te r  da ted  Nov .  l6 th  u l t .  and  was  t ru ly  g lad
to  hear  f rom you .  I t  i s  a l so  a  g rea t  p leasure  to  know have
the  p r i v i l ege  o f  answer ing  i t .  I  m igh t  have  wr i t ten  sooner ,
bu t  I  though t  tha t  I  wou ld  wa i t  un t i l  a f te r  Chr i s tmas t .  I
came o f f  o f  p i cke t  a t  e igh t  o rc lock  Chr i s tmas t  morn ing .  I
had  p re t t y  good  t imes  dur ing  the  day  and  ea t  a  la rge  mess  o f
sweet  po ta toes  fo r  supper .  Abou t  n ine  o rc lock  I  l i ed  down
and s lep t  sound ly  un t i l l  nex t  morn ing .  Our  g rubb  i s  a  l i t t l e
scarce  a t  the  p resen t ,  bu t  i t  i s  be t te r  than  migh t  be  expec ted
a f te r  es tab l i sh ing  our  new l ine  o f  commun ica t ions  in  supp l ies .

They  a re  now c lear ing  the  Savannah  R iver  o f  obs t ruc t ions ,
wh ich  had  been  p laced  in  i t  by  the  Rebe ls  to  h inder  our  boa ts
f rom runn ing  up .  The  job  w i l l  be  comp le ted  in  a  day  o r  two ,
and  then  they  say  tha t  we  w i l l  have  p len ty  o f  ra t ions .  For
my par t  I  don t  see  what  wou ld  be  to  h inder  them.  I  w i l l
ensure  none  o f  us  to  s ta rve  wh i le  the  sou th  y ie lds  as  spon-
tan ious ly  as  she  does .  I  had  no  idea  tha t  Georg ia  was  so
produc t i ve  un t i  I  we  le f t  A t lan ta  enrou te  fo r  Savannah .  Hogs ,
ch ickens ,  geese ,  tu rk ies ,  tu rn ips ,  sweet  po ta toes ,  honey  A
sorgum mo lasses ,  mea l  and  f lou r  were  to  be  found  in  la rge
quan t i t i es  on  near l y  every  p lan ta t ion .  We tha t  i s  the  a rmy
l i ved  o f f  o f  the  coun t ry  fo r  twen ty  one  days  and  never  d rew
a ra t ion  f rom Unc le  Sam's  s to res .  Whenever  we  found  any  th ing
we took  what  we  wanted ,  and  by  the  t ime the  rear  o f  the  a rmy
came a long  i f  i t  was  no t  a l l  taken ,  i t  was  pu t  in  the  supp ly
t ra in  o r  burn t .  Take  i t  a long  o r  burn  i t  was  the  mot to  o f  the
march .

I  mus t  c lose  the  bug le  has  sounded  inspec t ion  wh ich  w i l l  be  in
f i f teen  minu tes .  I  am we l l  and  hear ty  and  the  res t  o f  the  boys
are  a l l  we l l .  I  was  g lad  tha t  you  gave  me the  the  in fo rmat ion
tha t  you  d id  concern ing  the  boys  tha t  a re  a t  ho rne .  I  was
anx ious  to  hear  f ro rn  them and so  was o thers  hear  in  the  Co.
Wr i te  soon  aga in  as  I  am a lways  anx ious  to  hear  f rom home.

From your  a f fec t ionate
Bro ther

John R. House

Tad House  has  the  o r ig ina l  l e t te r .



Camp o f  the  l0 l s t  Reg t .  Ind .  Vo l .
In  the  F ie ld  N .C.  Apr i  1  29 th ,  1865

Dear  S is te r -

Hos t i l i t i es  hav ing  ceased  be tween the  Confedera tes  &  Federa l
a rmies  we  abou t  faced  yes te rday  morn ing ,  and  took  up  our  l i ne
o f  march  enrou te  fo r  R ichmond,  Va .  We leave  Ra le igh  w i th
f i f teen  days  subs is tence  loaded  in to  the  supp ly  t ra ins .  We a re
ordered  to  pu t  ourse lves  in to  l i gh t  march ing  o rder ,  and  to
t rave l  a t  the  ra tes  o f  f i f t een  mi les  per  day .  0n  our  a r r i va l
a t  R ichmond p repera t ions  w i l l  t he re  be  made fo r  our  fu r the r
jou rney .  Wh ich  w i l l  doub t less  be  speedy  towards  insure ing  us
tha t  we  a re  enrou te  fo r  a  des t ina t ion  in  our  own na t i ve  s ta te .
How long  i t  w i l l  t ake  to  accompl i sh  our  jou rney  I  have  no  idea .
Bu t  we  were  insured  by  an  o f f i c ia l  o rder  tha t  we  were  dope
f igh t ing  and  tha t  we  wou ld  re tu rn  to  our  homes as  soon  as
conven ien t ,  the re  to  en joy  as  t rue  c i t i zens  shou ld  the  l i be r ty
E  f reedom o f  our  g lo r ious  coun t ry  tha t  we  have  so  nob ly  ma in -
ta ined  th rough  a l l  i t s  pe r i l s .  I  rece ived  your  le t te r  da ted
Apr i l  15 th  and  was  g lad  to  hear  f ro rn  you ,  and  to  lea rn  tha t  you
were  a l l  do ing  we l l .  I  can  say  tha t  my  hea l th  has  improved
cons iderab ly  in  the  las t  few days .  The  res t  o f  the  boys  a re  a l l
we l  l .

I  have  had  to  wr i te  in  a  has ty  manner  and
We have  been  march ing  today  and  have  jus t
o rders  tha t  the  ma i l  wou ld  go  ou t  a t  ha l f
wh ich  leaves  me but  a  few mornents  to  wr i te
su f f i ce  fo r  the  p resen t  bu t  I  have  no  idea
oppor tun i t y  to  wr i te  aga in .  P lease  wr i te
anxious to hear f rorn you. Remember me.

in  doub le  qu ick  t ime .
went  in to  camp and go t
pas t  th ree  o rc lock

in .  I  hope  th is  w i l l
when I may have an

soon as I am ever

Your  Bro ther

John R.  House

NOTE: John R. House was the oldest son of Geonge House, Hanilton
Countyr Indiana. We have 15 letters wnltten by iohn whlle
he was ln the Clvtl War.

Tad  House  has  the  o r ig ina l  l e t te r .
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HENRY HOUSE SUPPI"EMENT

Henny House^was bonn ln  Pr lnce Wl l l lam County,  V l rg ln lar  oD
March 21, fU23, the thlrd of elght chl ldnen of John and Cathenlne
Barbara (Bless)  House.  Hls  parents ceme to Amer lca fnorr  Dlenshelm,
Germany ln 1817 and I have heard many t lmes that they wene Just
marnled and were on the ln honeymoon.

We know of  two other .Hgnry Houses and le t  us oxpla ln who they BToo
Henry Mlchael House (f053-]941+) was the son of Mlchael House and
always l lved ln  Vl rg ln la .  He ls  bur led at  the Greonwich Cemetery
in  Vingln la .  Honry P.  House ( f897-  )  ls  my o lder  brother  and-
now l lves at  Oak Ridge,  Tenness€eo Douglas House ls  my fathen
and the Henry House of whom we are wriLing was his father, and
my gnandfatheno

Henry House moved f rom Vl rg ln la  to  Mooresv l l le ,  Iv lorgan County,
Indiana, arriving there on Chrlstmas day, 1835, at the age of
th l r teen.  He l ived 1n Madlson Township f rom IB3Z unbl l  he was
marr led.  Fol lowing are ext ract ions f rom a s tory  whlch appeared
in  the  Mooresv i l l e  paper  somo t lme  ln  the  lB7Ors  on  18B0 ts :

PERSONAL REN,IINISCENCE - by John D. Carter

t t . . . ln  came f  84:  and I  concluded to h l re  a good.  hand.  I  f rad a
fine young mare that I could spare and I had my eye on a man by
ttre name of Henry House and I proposod to Henry Houso that I
wouLd Let  h im have the mare i f  he woul ,d  work for  me 6 monbhsr  op
I  be l i eve ,  i t  was  !  mon ths ,  $5O.OO.  He  p roved  to  be  a  good  hand
and I kept him al l  sunmer and faLl.
. . . in  the Spr ing of  l8 l+h I  h i red Henry House again at  the sarne
p r l ce .
. . .House  and  I  wen t  on  w i t h  t he  o the r  wo rk . . .
. . .Henry  House  wou ld  take  V incen t  down  to  the  o1d  s tab le ,  se t  h im
in tho shade and hay h im to junp,  when Henry would catch h lm.
. . . I  kep t  House  un t i t  l a t e  i ;  t h ;  f a l l . r t

Henry House had two bnothers and f lve s is ters .  The o ldest  was
Char lo t te  who was born in  Pennsylvania.  She marr led David ShanafeLt
on March 28,  1B3g and moved to Slgourney,  Keokuk County,  Iowa in
1854. They farmed in German Township now known as Flank Township.
The name was changed dur lng Wor1d War I .  Thel r  f i rs t  ch l Id ,
El l -zabeth A.  Shanafe l tu  age three months,  is  bur ied in  the Old
Mooresv i l le  Cemetery.  Davld and Char lo t te  are bur led at  S igourney,
Iowa.  Thel r  daughter  and son- ln- law,  Wi l l - lan and Kate M.  Beat ty
operated a photographlc  s tudlo ln  the I880t  s  on the nor thwest  corner
of  the square in  Sigourney.  We v ls i ted Slgourney in  November,  1969,
and found that the last of the Shanafelts had moved to Ames, Iowa,
some year.s before. The Shanafelt name has now run out there but
undoubtedly there are many others slsewhere.


